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URCHASING for the home, church, or Sunday- 
school can be simplified by a preliminary study 
of the products offered by well established concerns. 
Many of the most reliable publishers, church and 
Sunday-school supply houses and other concerns are 
regular advertisers in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 
and TIMES readers find that these columns offer a 
valuable guide to things worth while. 




















Who Is This? 


By Elizabeth Faxon Royer 


HO is this that passeth by, 
Acclaimed by all the crowd, 
Who cry, ‘“* Hosanna! Hosanna!” 


‘* This is the Son of David, 
Prophet of Galilee !”’ 

* This is Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews, is he!” 


Who is this that passeth by, 
Reviled by ail the crowd, 
Who cry, ‘Crucify! Crucify!" 


* Tunis is the Man of Sorrows, 
Passing under the rod!*’ 

“‘ This is the world’s Redeemer, 
This is the ‘Lamb of God'!”’ 








Customs from the East 


Customs may come between us and Christ. Again, 
customs may keep us close to Christ. The word means 
habit of action, usage, or practice. One can have 
habits, like daily prayer and feeding on the Word of 
God, that are rich with spiritual blessing and strength- 
ening to spiritual life. And one can have habits, regu- 
lar practices, that turn us away from God and much 
that he would do for us through Christ. When God 
through the prophet Isaiah pleaded with his people, 
saying, “Come ye, and let us walk in the light of the 
Lord,” he went on to diagnose the nation’s condition 
and the cause of the trouble. Isaiah addresses Jeho- 
vah: “Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the 
house of Jacob, because they be replenished from the 

- east, and are soothsayers like the Philistines, and they 
please themselves in the children of strangers. Their 
land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there 
any end of their treasures; their land is also full of 
horses, neither is there any end of their chariots: 
their land also is full of idols; they worship the work 
of their own hands, that which their own fingers have 
made.” The Revised Version reads, “For thou hast 
forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, because they 
are filled with customs from the east.” Van Baalen, 
discussing Theosophy in his recent volume dealing 
with religious cults, “Our Birthright and the Mess 
of Meat,” calls attention to this passage in Isaiah 2: 
6. Certain it is that “customs from the east” are gain- 


ing a hold everywhere throughout Christian lands, 
including the United States. Theosophy, Spiritism, 
Bahaism, Buddhism, and countless other false religions 
out of the East are welcomed and followed in our 
great cities as in all Western lands. The passage 
in Isaiah reads like a description of America today: 
“Full. of silver and gold, neither is there any end of 
their treasures . . . neither is there any end of their 
chariots” — or automobiles. Men are worshiping the 
work of their own hands, whether they call them idols 
or not. The only way out is the way of Christ and 
Calvary. When men accept “the offence of the cross,” 


God accepts them. 
> at 


Evoiution’s Frank Unbelief 


Christians used to try to believe in evolution. The 
expressions “Christian evolution,” and “theistic evolu- 
tion” were widely accepted.-- But more and more they 
are coming to see that Christianity and evolution are 
mutually irreconcilable. One who calls himself a 
Christian evolutionist fails to understand one of two 
things: either what evolution is, or what Christianity 
is. The out-and-out evolutionists and scientific leaders 
have helped to clarify the situation by their frank 
admission that evolution and the Bible are in flat 
contradiction. Julian Huxley has said, for example: 
“It is really a very curious psychological fact that 


- 8© much prejudice has been aroused by the discovery 


that man has evolved from an ape-like ancestor. For 
such an origin; of course, implies that man has ad- 
vanced during his evolution; whereas, for instance, 
the beliefs of the ancients that men were descended 
from gods or demi-gods, or, that in the beginning was 
a golden age; or, indeed, the literal acceptance of the 
story of Adam and Eve, and the fall of man, all 
equally obviously imply that present-day humanity is 
degenerate. . . . None the less, the view that took 
away the stigma of degeneracy and gave man knowl- 
edge of past progress and hope of future improvement 
was, when put forward, greeted with execration as 
being impious and disgusting.” Yes, the Bible does 
suggest that “present-day humanity is degenerate.” 
Not only did Moses believe it, but so did Paul. The 
first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans is one of 
the most terrific pictures of the hopeless degeneracy 


of mankind to be found in all the world’s literature. 
And. Christ taught the same humiliating truth. Be- 
cause men are degraded, degenerate, and lost, they 
need a Saviour. God has provided that Saviour at 
unspeakable cost to himself. Evolution, with its 
Satanic religion of self-improvement, denies the need 
of any Saviour and “hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God” (Heb. 10: 29). 


: -_ 
The Drag of Unfinished Tasks 


Delay often makes duty a drudgery instead of a 
delight. There is a certain exhilaration in doing what 
we ought to do on time, and knowing as we finish it 
that we are not a moment late. But when a duty is 
postponed it is twice as hard to take it up again as 
it would have been the first time. Indeed, one post- 
ponement makes further postponement probable; and 
so the task is pushed along, and ignored for other tasks 
until the very thought of it becomes a discouragement 
and a dragon our minds and hearts. Yet how often, 
when we brace ourselves and, by a supreme effort, 
undertake the long postponed job, have we found that 
the task was not nearly so difficult or tiresome as we 
had been thinking it would be. Doing the hardest 
things first is one practical way of getting the drag 
coi unfinished tasks entirely out of our life. Begin- 
ning the day early is another secret. Going still far- 
ther back, getting to bed on time instead of too late 
is another secret of success. A Christian business 
man and his wife make it a rule to rise at ten minutes 
before six every weekday morning, have. their quiet 
time and Bible study and prayer, breakfast at quarter 
past seven, and family worship; then he leaves the 
house about 7.48 and reaches his office at eighty-thirty, 
while his wife has a good start for her many duties 
at home and outside in the Lord’s service. The Gos- 
pels tell us of our Lord’s “rising up a great while 
before day” (Mark 1:35). Many of the leading 
characters throughout the Scriptures were early risers; 
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samuel, and 
others rose up “early in the morning” for work of 
importance that lay before them. Let us learn the 
secret of enjoying, not dreading, our daily tasks, 
which means doing them on tim instead of behind 
time. 


The Simplicity of the Spirit-Filled Life 


HE great heart of God is longing to fill us with 
his Spirit. God is yearning over us, beyond 
thought of ours to express, to fill us with his 
fullness — yet we beg, plead, and sigh, as though God 
were trying to withhold from us. Many of us go to 
God in the same way a man in great need goes to 
a banker, who is guarding his gold, to borrow a pit- 
tance, and leaves with less than he asked. We forget 
that God is a giving God and that God delights to 
give his Holy Spirit, and is seeking us to fill us with 
his Spirit. 

So many people, in speaking and writing, have made 
this blessed truth difficult and hard to understand, 
almost unattainable. . Yet all the time God has com- 
manded that we be filled with the Spirit. 

I shall never forget the time when I spent days 
with a group who were seeking the filling of the 
Spirit. ‘Some of these men later became ieading Mod- 
ernists. On the day we separated, each agreed that he 
had a precious time of fellowship together, but no 
one was filled with the Spirit. Had I known then 
what I know now, I could easily have explained the 
cause of the failure. They all asked God to send his 
Holy Spirit to fill them, disregarding, and not believ- 
ing, that the Holy Spirit is living in each child of 


The Holy Spirit in Each Believer—“Or know ye 


This editorial is the first of a series by L. L. Legters, 
Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency, on “The 
Simplicity of the Spirit-Filled Life.” The next editorial 
will set forth, from the Scriptures, “Seven Words About 
the Holy Spirit.” 


not that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
which is in you, which ye have from God?” (1 Cor. 
6:19). I was utterly ignorant of the glorious fact. 
It was twenty years later before I knew this. To- 
day many who are praying to be filled are ignorant 
of the fact of the Spirit’s present incwelling. There 
can be no filling by the Spirit where the primary fact 
of his presence is disbelieved or ignored. “But if any 
man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” 
(Rom. 8:9). 

You who long to be filled with the Spirit, will you 
not now believe God’s Word regarding the reality 
of his indwelling presence? Thank him that you 
now have the gift of the Spirit, that he is abiding in 
you now, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus. 
Thank God for his gift. Make it a rule to recognize 
daily his presence in you. Disregard your feeling; 
accept God’s Word. For if you do not now have the 
Holy Spirit you are none of his. 


When Received?—‘And as I began to speak, the 
Holy Spirit fell on them, even as on us at the begin- 
ning. . . . If then God gave unto them the like gift as 
he did also unto us, when we believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 11: 15-17). We received the Holy Spirit 
as an indwelling person when we believed that Jesus 
Christ died on the cross in our place. You were 
saved when you believed, and you received the Holy 
Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, to live in you 
at one and the same time as you believed God’s Word 
about his Son. Will you quietly, thankfully believe 
God’s Word about his Holy Spirit now? 

Our: feelings have nothing to do with it. God's 
Word stands sure. The first step to niling is believing 
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Wwe have received him, and that now he dwells in us. 
Precious child of God, thank God that you have re- 
ceived him when you believed on Jesus for salvation. 
Quietly rejoice in his presence in your heart now. 


He is a Person—It is easy to agree that he seeks 
to be an influence, but remember, he is a person. It 
seems easier to believe that Jesus is a person, because 
of his body. A body is not necessary for personality. 
A body does not make a person. A body is simply 
a medium through which a person may express him- 
self, a house in which he lives. The Holy Spirit is a 
person just as the Lord Jesus is a person, and as a 
person he dwells in us. If we will gratefully remem- 
ber that God the Holy Spirit now lives in us, letting 
our hearts rise in gratitude to God, how soon, how 
very soon he will fill our entire being with himself! 


We Were Born of the Spirit—Thus far, every step 
in your Christian life has been energized by the Holy 
Spirit. “That which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born 
again” (John 3:6, 7). You were born into God’s 
family by the Spirit. You have life by the Spirit. 
“Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we 
cry, Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15). If you can say 
“Father” to God, from your heart, it is because of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit who enables you to do this, for 
this can be done only in the power of the Holy Spirit. 


His Purpose—His purpose in us is to glorify the 
Lord Jesus our Saviour. You or I, or even our serv- 
ice, is not his primary thought; but God’s Beloved 
One is his object. To glorify Christ Jesus is his 
purpose. God the Father and God the Holy Spirit 
are seeking that all may honor the Son now. 

He does it in us. “That ye may be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in the inward man; 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” 
(Eph. 3:16). We need to be strengthened in our 
inner life, that the Lord may dwell there by faith as 
the owner. Only the Holy Spirit can enable one to 
yield the mastery of life. Many would welcome Christ 
as a sin-bearer or burden-bearer, but he must also 
bear the scepter. Will you not look to the Eternal 





Pentecost’s 1900th Anniversary 


I am very much interested in all references I oc- 
casionally see to this year as the anniversary year of 
Pentecost and the appropriateness of our observance 
of it as such. 

Will you please give through your Notes on Open 
Letters some fuller information concerning such or- 
ganizations as are promoting this movement, and how 
we may enlist Christians everywhere in its impor- 
tance?—A New Jersey reader. 

If the account which Time, the well-known Chi- 
cago weekly, gives of the initial “Pentecostal” cele- 
bration, as staged at Columbus, Ohio, is correct, a 
more shocking travesty under the guise of a Christian 
celebration was surely never perpetrated in America. 

I have been watching THE Sunpay ScHoot Times, 
as have doubtless a great many of your readers, for 
some expression regarding this misnamed Pentecostal 
celebration—A Mississippi reader. 


Like everything true and worthy, the recognition 
of Pentecost’s nineteen hundredth anniversary this year 
can be, and has been, travestied and dishonored. The 
celebration in January under the auspices of the Ohio 
Council of Churches has been widely noted in the 
secular and religious press. It was brought into 
notoriety by an address delivered during the meetings 
in which a speaker is alleged to have said: 


I doubt whether there is any other book that ranges 
from such sublime heights to such degrading depths 
as the Bible. The Bible was not written by God. If 
God wrote the Bible he would have done a better job 
of it. If written now, it could not be sent through 
the United States mails. ... 

All scholars agree that the trinitarian references in 
the Bible are pious forgeries. The question of the 
divinity of Jesus is not worth a hill of beans. ... 
We must scrap the Bible before we can attain church 
unity. It has no part in the twentieth century civ- 
ilization. 


No comment is needed. Blasphemous and atheistic 
utterances of this sort are common today; it does 
seem unbelievable, however, that the layman who spoke 
these words to a meeting of laymen should have been 
permitted to speak in even a Liberal or Modernistic 
assemblage of churches met together ostensibly to 
honor God's gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. / 

But counterfeit currency does not mean that all 
¢urrency is counterfeit. False teaching does not mean 
that there is no true teaching. The universal recogni- 
tion of this nineteen hundredth anniversary of the Day 
of Pentecost is bringing many blessings. As to the 
human origin of the recognition of this anniversary, 
the following letter from Dr. Charles L. Goodell, 
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Spirit, through whom Jesus made himself an offering, 
to enable you to yield your being to him? He is the 
one who works the miracle within you, crowning 
Yo King, that he may fill you with himself. And 
then — 


He Reveals the Lord Jesus—‘He shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you” (John 16:13, 14). 
He takes the riches of the Lord and displays them to 
you. 

As Eliezer, the servant of Abraham, showed to 
Rebekah and her family the wealth of Isaac, telling 
them that all the riches of Abraham belonged to the 
son Isaac, so he who seeks the bride here on earth 
reveals the beauty, the riches, the wonder of the char- 
acter of our Saviour. I can see the young Syrian 
girl as she rode along on her camel, pressing near 
Eliezer as she listened raptly to what he told her of 
him whom she had not seen. So well and so faith- 
fully had the servant told about his master that Re- 
bekah recognized Isaac as he met them in the field. 
How eagerly the Holy Spirit seeks to reveal to lis- 
tening ears the beauty of the one “altogether lovely,” 
“the chiefest among ten thousand,” “the lily of the 
valleys,” “the bright and morning star.” 


Bow in thanksgiving to him who dwells within you, 
whose will and desire and deep longing are to take 
the things of the Lord Jesus and show them unto us. 

You that hunger to be filled, know that as high 
as the heaven is above the earth so high is his long- 
ing above yours. Know that, if you will permit him, 
he will fill you this moment. Thank him that he has 
worked a little of his longing in your heart. Your 
hunger and longing are all from the heart of God, 
which the Holy Spirit has worked in you. You bear 
in your own heart*the evidence of his indwelling, mani- 
fested in his deep longing. He who yearns in you 
will satisfy God’s heart, and then you, too, will be 
satisfied. 

Will you not thank him that he that hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness shall be satisfied? The 
one who sought you and found you, who seeks to 
possess you fully, the Lord Jesus Christ, said so. 





Secretary of the Commission on Evangelism of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
in reply to an inquiry of THE SuNpDAY ScHOOL TIMEs, 
is informing and valuable: 


It would be very difficult to name any individual 
or organization that was responsible for the matter. 
It was a consensus of opinion which took form first 
not simply with the idea of Pentecost, but with the 
observance of the years of Christ’s earthly ministry. 
It is two years and more ago since I first brought up 
the matter to the Federal Council. At that time the 
idea had already been adopted by the Disciples 
Church, and was pushed with great vigor from the 
beginning. There was an effort both sides of the 
Atlantic to take those three years for careful study 
of Christ’s life and ministry. In many quarters the 
emphasis was rather on the didactic than the spiritual 
side, and there seemed to come little practical value 
out of it. For the last year the emphasis has been 
laid upon the matter of Pentecost, and nearly all the 
denominations are now taking the matter up with 
great vigor. 

The emphasis which I have been impressing as 
best I could upon the churches is that we are not 
concerned about a historical event which happened 
centuries ago, but rather that the thing which then 
transpired should be the happy experience of aH the 
disciples of Christ today. 

At first we had a little trouble over the historical 
part of it. Scholars differed, of course, as to the 
particular time of Christ’s ministry. When this mat- 
ter was up, we Said that we were not interested in 
a date but in a great event. Pentecost happened some 
time, and though we might know as little about it 
historically as we do of Christmas, there could be 
no question as te the fact. We did, however, secure 
letters from a Jarge number of our leading scholars 
in the matter and the general consensus of opinion 
was with the date which we have chosen. 

It is interesting to note that those who are doing the 
most to help forward this great movement are reaping 
largest rewards in the deepening of their own religious 
life and in the increase of membership. The Dis- 
ciples Church during the last two years has made 
four times the gain of the other large Protestant 
denominations who had not taken the matter up with 
special purpose. 


Many evangelical denominations have taken official 
action endorsing the observance of the Anniversary of 
Pentecost recommended by the Federal Council’s Com- 
mission on Evangelism and Life Service. Thus the 
following official denominational utterances are notable: 


Commission of the Evangelical Church: “We as a 
Commission heartily endorse the Pentecostal observ- 
ance planned by the Churches of America for 1930, 
and we pledge ourselves to give this our best thought 
and fullest co-operation.” 


MAY 24, 1930 


General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A.: “That in view of the observance of 
the 1900th anniversary of Pentecost in 1930, the Gen- 
eral Assembly in co-operation with other denominations 
call upon the churches to use every effort to secure 
the complete infilling of the Holy Spirit.” 

The United Brethren: “That we join the Christian 
forces of America and other lands in the observance 
of the nineteen hundredth anniversary of Pentecost 
covering the period from Easter 1930 to June 8 of the 
same year, and that a suitable program be provided.” 


Evangelistic Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South: “Whereas, the season of Pente- 
cost is, or approximately so, the ninéteen hundredth 
anniversary of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the disciples of Christ in Jerusalem and the beginning 
of the Christian Church, and whereas the Evangelical 
Churches of America are planning to celebrate this 
glorious event in prayer and effort for a fresh baptism 
of the Holy Spirit: 

“Therefore, resolved that we the Evangelistic Con- 
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
assembled in Lake Junaluska, hereby urge our people 
everywhere throughout our Church to enter earnestly 
into this movement, and we pledge ourselves to work 
and pray for a genuine revival of Scriptural holiness, 
and for the conversion of those who are lost.” 

Western District Synod, Moravian Church: “Re- 
s lved, that we the members of this Synod favor this 
or any movement which may assist in bringing about 
a present experience of Pentecost. 

“We, however, fully realize that every spiritual 
blessing today, as of old, depends upon the condition 
of faithfulness in prayer according to God’s Word.” 

Disciples of Christ: “As early as October, 1926, 
the Disciples of Christ in their annual International 
Convention at Memphis took unanimous action con- 
cerning a three-year observance of the 1900th anni- 
versary of Jesus’ earthly ministry and the 19e0th 
Pentecost. A committee of fifteen was appointed by 
the Convention to lead in this observance. This com- 
mittee has held many meetings, made many suggestions 
as to a Pentecost program to all the churches, and held 
many Pentecost conferences across the country during 
the last two years. 

“This last year is to be the best. The climax will 
be on the 1900th Pentecost, June 8, 1930, when the whole 
church expects to join with all other religious bodies 
in a worthy observance of one of the greatest anni- 
versaries of the Church.” 


The Churches of God in North America: “Our 
people are deeply interested in the observance of the 
19o0th anniversary of Pentecost. Inasmuch as evan- 
gelism has always been a prominent part of our work, 
it is but natural that we should take advantage of 
this opportunity to emphasize it. Our General Elder- 
ship has just held its quadrennial meeting and took 
action recommending that this anniversary be observed 
by all our churches.” 


Methodist Episcopal Church: ‘Methodism most 
heartily and unreservedly enters with the other Prot- 
estant communions into the celebration of the 19ooth 
anniversary of Pentecost. How could she do other- 
wise and be true to her mission and her history? 

“The emphasis of our Church during the year will 
be on the deepening and enrichment of the spiritual 
life of our membership. If this is accomplished, we 
feel that all else that should will follow. The evan- 
gelistic fire must burn in us before we can communi- 
cate it to others. We would therefore call the Church 
to earnest and effectual prayer that she may possess 
a joyful religion in all its fullness and the spirit of 
sacrificial service, and that she may be truly a wit- 
nessing Church.” 


Protestant Episcopal Church: “Resolved, that the 
Chairman of the Commission [of Evangelism] with 
three other members in addition to himself whom he 
may choose as a committee, be given authority to 
confer with the proper committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America with a view to 
co-operating with them in an evangelistic effort com- 
memorating the Nineteen Hundredth Anniversary of 
the Commencement of Christ’s Ministry on Earth.” 


Reformed Church in the U. S: “The r1900th An- 
niversary of the ministry of Jesus and the founding 
of the Christian Church is to be observed throughout 
Christendom generally and in America especially dur- 
ing the year 1929-1930, culminating during the Post- 
Easter season and on Pentecost, June 8, 1930. 

“The General Synod of the Reformed Church in 
the United States, recognizing the possibilities inherent 
in this anniversary, has taken definite action commend- 
ing it to all our churches and judicatories.” 


The Baptist Church at its General Assembly at 
Denver took very pronounced action, and Dr. Living- 
ston, as Secretary of Evangelism, with his associates 
is leading a general movement throughout the country. 
They adopted the slogan, “From Pentecost to Pente- 
cost in world-wide evangelism.” 


One of the great interdenominational and interna- 
tional events of the honoring of Pentecost’s anniver- 
sary is the World’s Christian Fundamentals Convention 
to be held in Los Angeles, Cal., June 8-15, 













Lesson for June 8 
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The Radical Change in a Radical’s Heart 


The testimony of a former labor agitator and hater of Christianity who became an itinerant evangelist 


















accounts a very uninteresting and commonplace 

event. A few years later the family settled on 
another farm farther west in the same State where 
I lived until my fourteenth or fifteenth year. 

My parents were Massachusetts born, and both of 
them were Christians. Of silver and gold they had 
little; but they taught their children the highest 
Christian ideals, which was better. 

There was sin in that little farming community 
on the western prairies of so many years ago. That 
almost goes without saying. But it was a wicked- 
ness that had not yet become respectable. It hid itself, 
or hung its head in public. Everybody who was any- 
body was either a Christian or “hoped to be.” I was 
one of the latter. 

Preaching and Sunday-school services were con- 
ducted in the school house, a little, white painted, 
frame building with a door in one end and three win- 
dows with green shutters on each side. I shall carry 
to my grave many memory pictures of those meetings ; 
of the hearty singing of the old-time hymns (‘ ‘Blessed 
Assurance” was my father’s favorite); of the circuit 
riding preachers, and of the excitement of winter time 
revival meetings. 

One of these memory pictures stands out —that of 
the young man who taught our school one winter, 
and who was soon to enter’the ministry under the 
Methodist Church, standing on the school room ros- 
trum and with the tears running down his face plead- 
ing with sinners to give their hearts to God 


Leaving Home for Boarding School 


Out of this wholesome, clean, country environment, 
with its high ideals and its legitimate urgings and 
promptings, I passed, all too soon, to a very different 
atmosphere. I went away to school; to a State and 
nation-endowed institution of learning located some 
distance away in the same State. I was ambitious, 
and Father and Mother were ambitious for me. The 
world of books bulked large in our imaginations. 
Education, and achievement through education, were 
the grand objectives. We did not realize as yet that 
the springs of learning may be poisoned; that educa- 
tion, in and of itself, is not necessarily a good thing; 
that you should always look a gift horse in the mouth. 

I was between fourteen and fifteen years old when I 
‘left home for this institution. To part with my little, 
thin, sad-faced, black-haired mother nearly broke my 
heart. She had made the shirt I wore and the others 
I carried in my gripsack. She had counseled my tak- 
ing the small sack of good white beans that I hid 
under the seat in the train. For if the money ran 
too low for a boarding house there would always be 
those beans, you see. Boys are, after all, not so very 
different from Napoleon’s army—they march and 
fight and study “on their stomachs.” It was Mother’s 
inspiration that sent me forth to battle. I did my best, 
on that journey, not to let the other passengers see 
that I was crying. And I suspect that little mother 
back there at home did some crying, too. 

Thus I began my educational climb. What'with my 
hickory shirts, and the beans, and my subsoil of deter- 
mination to succeed, according to good old American 
traditions, I should have been President of the United 
States long ago. But somehow I got lost in the scram- 
ble — which is, no doubt, on the whole, just as well, 
both for me and for the aforesaid U. S.—especially 
the latter. 

Some five years later I was graduated with the 
Bachelor’s degree in science and with my head full of 
various things—a good deal of it misinformation. 
Spiritually these years had been most unfortunate. I 
pend — a potential Christian; I ended an actual 
infide 

The institution was dominated by skeptical teach- 
ing. The great drift in that direction in American 
education was just beginning. The head of the chem- 
istry department here was a skeptic. The professors 
of botany, of zoology, and of geology were rationalists. 
‘So were the heads of the agricultural and mechanical 
departments. A few members of the faculty were 
noncommittal on religious questions. Two instructors 
who taught elementary subjects were active Christians, 
but they were dismissed about the time I graduated. 
The leading Student society was dominated by agnos- 
ticism. The brightest students in the institution in 
those days called themselves atheists and infidels. The 
President was one of God’s noblemen, and sound in 
the historic faith But he was in a sad minority. 

Destructive teaching in my college days was not as 
open as such teaching is today. It was mostly by 
innuendo, insinuation, and adroit inference — the mean- 
ingful shrug of the shoulders, the silence more eloauent 


| WAS born in a Middle-Western State — from all 


“I believe that when I am dead I am dead. I 
believe that when I die I shall be as completely 
obliterated as the last mosquito that you or I 
smashed.”’ That was Jack London’s creed, and 
it was the belief of the writer of this stirring per- 
sonal testimony. Through a great sorrow God 
touched his heart, and, failing to find comfort in 
his once loved agnostic books, he hunted up a 
mislaid Bible and there found all he needed. In 
a series of articles, of which this is the first, he 
tells how he gave up a successful writer’s career 
to become a lonely evangelist in a canvas-covered 
wagon. 








than words, the sarcastic side remark, and the like. 
But it had its effects, effects that have outlived many 
a lifetime. 

I have long since forgotten all of my graduation 
“oration,” except the theme and the first sentence. 
The topic was “The Philosophy of History,” and the 
first sentence was a question, “Is there a philosophy 
of history?” Of course, true to the teachings I had 
drawn from the breast of my Alma Mater, I proceeded 
to explain that there was such a philosophy, and that, 
like a certain brand of widely advertised soap, it was 
fully ninety-nine and forty-four one hundredths percent 
pure — materialism. 

My mother passed away before I had achieved the 
education she had set her heart upon. But she did 
not die without registering in the shining courts above 
a prayer that her boys, of whom I was one, might 
be saved. That prayer was mightier than all of 
Satan’s intrigues. It followed me across the long gray 
years and finally, praise God, breaking through the fog 
of men’s sophistries, it brought me to the feet of Him 
who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

I put in a number of years teaching school; first in 
my native State, and later in Salt Lake City. I no 
sooner got beyond the college horizon than I began to 
realize that infidelity is a liability rather than an 
asset in the battle of life. Negative philosophies, 
whatever their intellectual allurements may seem to 
be, do not help one up the difficult hills we have to 
climb. One needs something positive—a Rock to 
stand upon; a goal in sight; a beacon on a hill; a 
light in a window, seen through darkness and storm. 
I began to realize this. 

And so I began to wish I had my childhood faith 
back —the home-grown, undoubting confidence I had 
carried away with me from the farm, along with my 
home-grown shirts, the home-grown beans, and my 
country awkwardness. 


Joining the Church without Change of Heart 


But I found that the poison of doubt, like any other 
disease, is more easily acquired than gotten rid of. It 
showed me a question mark wherever I looked. When- 
ever I tried to believe it met me with a mocking 
sneer, “You know you don’t believe, so why be a 
hypocrite?” 

Finally I joined the Methodist Church. I did so 
without the least sign of a real change of heart. It 
wasn't all hypocrisy. Besides the social standing 
church membership gave me I was in hopes that, by 
some kind of psychological process, my infidelity would 
soak out and real Christian faith would soak in. I 
found it wasn’t at all hard to get into the church. I 
found that getting in or getting out of the church 
was not very different from putting on or taking off 
a glove. 

When I went to Salt Lake City I took a church 
letter along and was received into membership there. 
I sang in the choir, taught a Sunday-school class, and 
was generally active. But so far as any real spiritual 
joy and power were concerned I was about as juicy 
as a dried herring. How could it be otherwise when 
I hadn’t been born again? 

After spending a few years in Utah I went to Los 
Angeles to look up a home, my family going back 
to Illinois until I should go after or send for them. 

The church letter I took with me this time was 
never used. Hundreds of church letters have been lost 
or mislaid in California. The reasons for this would 
be a digression. 

Eastern school teachers were not encouraged in the 
Golden State in those days and this led me to take a 
step I had long contemplated, —that is, getting out 
of teaching and into the writing field. My father had 





been a printer and newspaper man in his day, and 
love for the smell of printer’s ink was born in me. 
So, going back to Illinois after the family, we came 
West and made our home in Los Angeles, and I began 
worming my way into the newspaper and magazine 
game. 

I loved this new field with a love akin to religion. 
The “Old West,” though new to me, was still old. 
Its grand mountain ranges, its tumbled hills, tawny 
in summer, green in winter; its dreamy, old mud- 
walled missions; its vibrant present and its romantic 
past—all these fascinated me. So, sometimes re- 
porting, sometimes editing, sometimes publishing in a 
small way; now writing Sunday features, now special 
articles, stories, and what not—I was on the staff 
of a film company for two or three years, writing 
scenarios —I found plenty to do in this wide empire 
of my delight. 

But the spiritual side? Sometimes memories 
haunted me and conscience pointed an accusing finger. 
But it was easy, amid these new surroundings, and 
among new associates, to silence these trouble makers. 
Besid , what did a man want with a conscience, any- 
way? A conscience was like a church letter; some- 
thing to be laid away somewhere and forgotten. 

And so, away from school teaching, with its stand- 
ards of rectitude; away from the church with its as- 
sumptions and forms, at least, of righteousness, I soon 
found myself heading toward the abyss of spiritual 
darkness, and traveling rapidly. 

The period between 1900 and 1920 was the long 
night-time of my spiritual experience. And how great 
was that darkness! 

I had no sooner taken up writing than I found my- 
self tangled up with the radical labor movement and 
its materialistic philosophy, its organized schemes of 
social revolution, its absence of moral standards, and 
its violent opposition to the fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian faith. 


From Amiable Skeptic to Violent Enemy 


While I kept to the political wing of the movement 
I was in sympathy and in touch with the most ultra 
radicalism. When God mercifully pardoned my sins 
in April, 1920, and saved my unworthy soul, I had 
reminiscent letters in my possession from Emma Gold- 
man and others like her; correspondence that would 
have made trouble for me had the fact been known 
in some quarters. I destroyed that correspondence at 
that time and began corresponding with Heaven and 
asking God to deal as mercifully and as graciously 
with my old comrades of the labor movement as he 
had dealt with me. I am still keeping up that cor- 
respondence. I am not ashamed of it, although the 
time may come when such correspondence may be even 
more dangerous than that other correspondence was. 
But when that time comes, if it comes, I know there 
is One who has promised, “I will never leave thee, nor 
forsake thee.” 

Perhaps as good a summary as any of the spiritual 
attitude of the group or groups I was identified with 
in these years was expressed by Jack London (whom 
I knew) in a letter to a friend in Los Angeles (whom 
I also knew). In the course of this letter, as appears 
in the biography of London written by his widow, 
are these words: “I believe that when I am dead I 
am dead. I believe that whe.. I die I shall be as com- 
pletely obliterated as the last mosquito that you or I 
smashed.” 


This, in epitome, was Jack London’s creed. It was 
the creed of his section of the literary world. It was 
and is the creed of thousands of artists. It was and 


is the creed of the radical wing of labor’s vast army. 
It was my creed. It is the creed of despair in this 
life, of suicide, and, in the life to come, “outer dark- 
ness.” It is a covenant with death and an agreement 
with hell (Isa. 28:15). 

I heard these views expressed in a variety of places 
and circumstances; sometimes in tobacco smoke-filled 
halls where every speaker tried to outdo the others 
in profane and obscene language; sometimes in the 
parlors of wealthy homes where cultured ladies and 
gentlemen voiced their hatred of Christianity and plot- 
ted the overthrow of organized society; sometimes in 
open-air meetings under the eyes of the police. 

became as good a hater as any of them. Years 
before I had been merely an amiable skeptic; a doubter 
who was more than half sorry for his doubt, and in- 
clined to apologize for it. But now my doubt had 
ripened into hate; a hate that was vitriolic and that 
my vocabulary lacked words to express. But I did 
the best I could to express it. I edited a labor paper, 
wrote for the labor press all over the country, and 
published pamphlets, at least one of which was widely 
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circulated in this country and to some extent in Eng- 
Jand and Canada. 

It is astonishing now as I recall it how Satan seems 
to have robbed the churches to fill the ranks of the 
radical agitators. Dozens and dozens of young men 
whom I knew, with a background of theological semi- 
nary and pulpit service, had renounced it all and 
rushed to the labor union halls and street corners to 
shout for the social revolution. Many of them, in 
their extreme language, outdid those who had never 
known a church influence, sometimes descending to 
obscenity and profanity. All churches, Catholic and 
Protestant alike, were represented among them. 

One name, among many, I think God would have 
me mention — Benjamin Fay Mills. Mr. Mills, the one 
time great Christian evangelist, had visited Salt Lake 
when | was there, on one of his revival campaigns. 
I remembered how splendidly the Mormon capital had 
responded to his masterful appeals; business houses 
closing their doors at times, and many souls accepting 
the Lord. 

About 1905 or 1906 Mr. and Mrs. Mills came to 
Los Angeles and established their ‘Los Angeles Fel- 
lowship.” But it wasn’t the same Mills who had 
pleaded so eloquently for souls in Salt Lake. He was 
now preaching the “New Theology.” 

A‘ d of course it exactly suited me. It was a per- 
suasively beautiful religion — without salvation. It 
was Christianity with the Christ of the Bible left out. 
In its large halls were said, in soft and gentle accents, 
the same things that were said in plainer language 
on street corners and in cheap back rooms over spit- 
toons and beer bottles. 

I forthwith grabbed my typewriter and wrote en- 
thusiastically about Mr. Mills and his “Fellowship” in 
The Forum under B. O, Flower’s editorship. My old- 
est daughter learned.to dance in the Fellowship par- 
lors, under a professional dancing master engaged by 
the Fellowship. Clarence Darrow came from Chicago 
and lectured from the Fellowship platform, 

It would only consume space and do no good to 
give intimate details of my life and the many errors 
I fell into during these sad years. God mercifully 
kept me from most of the grosser sins that drag men 
down. But I committed the great sin—the parent 
sin; I rejected God’s offered mercy through his Son 
Jesus Christ, and oh, how I needed salvation! 

Sometimes, even in those dark years, the still small 
voice spoke. One incident will illustrate this. I had 
been reading for the first time Sienkiewicz’s great 
novel, “Quo Vadis?” I came to where it chronicled 
the night of debauchery in Nero’s house. And I came 
to where Lygia, the barbarian princess and follower 
of the Christ, and the giant Ursus her guardian, had 
escaped in the early morning from the gilded palace 
of sin. I remember how thrilled I was when, as the 
story goes, these two followers of the despised Lamb 
of God knelt in the imperial garden and “united in 
prayer in the house ot Cesar as the dawn broke 
through the windows.” 

Prayer! Prayer at sunrise! And after such a night, 
and under such circumstances! How blindly my heart 
cried out for Some One to pray to! How my starved 
and shriveled soul longed to know God —in a fellow- 
ship like that! Dimly I realized that my infidelity 
had betrayed me; that it was betraying the thousands 
of men and women who were giving their lives to 
working out social ideals. After all, were those sweet, 
calm words of Jesus really true when he said, “*W ith- 
out me ye can do nothing”? 

In September, 1920, my wife and I went to spend a 
short vacation on Howell Mountain, some sixty or 
seventy miles north of Oakland, Cal., where we had 
been living for several years. We enjoyed the out- 
ing. Some early autumn rains had freshened the air 
and we found the mountains delightful. We rambled 
about among the vineyards and mountain ranches, 
drinking in the “wine of mountain air” and getting 
all that was coming to us. 

One day we made a discovery. We found a deserted 
ranch. Hidden from the winding stage road by a 
rise of ground, there were a few acres of orchard 
and garden, the rest of the thirty acres or so running 
up the hill farther back. 

There was a little prune orchard and we helped 
ourselves to the prunes that were going to waste. 
There were apple trees with green apples on them 
back of the old ramshackle house. There was. what 
had been a vegetable and flower garden. There were 
an old well and a good barn. And up toward the top 
of the hill but still, we believed, on the ranch, was a 
lordly pine tree that stood all by itself. 

Like a flash the same idea came to us both at once, 
“Ww hy not buy this little ranch and come and live 
here?” My wife’s health had not been good for a 
long time and we had been considering selling the 
Oakland place and getting back into the interior, away 
from the rough bay winds. And lo! here was the 
place we had been looking for. 

We walked about, talking of the project, and plan- 
ning how we should build our little paradise in the 
hills. She was more enthusiastic over it than I was. 
She made me follow her through the underbrush to 
the point of ground overlooking the stage road and 
the valley below. 


“Here,” she said, “we will build the house.” She 
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spoke playfully as though the place was already ours. home, still talking of “our ranch.” We could see | 
And she called my attention to the beautiful view the lone pine from where we were, looking proud and 
down the great Napa Valley which was spread out be- majestic even from that distance. We decided the 
f6re us like a great checker board with its little ranches ranch must have a fanciful Spanish name and we 
like squares with their greens and browns and yellows discussed several. 
and with the little city of Napa in the middle like a The day was warm and my wife took off her gloves, 
king piece. On beyond was Vallejo and the Navy rolled them together into a little ball and slipped them 
Yard, while still farther was the broad bay of San_ into one of my side coat pockets. 
Francisco. We doubted not that at night we could She forgot all aboutethose gloves, and I forgot them, 
see the winking harbor lights out by the Golden Gate, and I did not discover them until two or three weeks 
and the street lights of the city marching up over the after she was gone. For just nine days from that 
hills. day in St, Helena my wife was taken with the para- 
We went back to the hotel, still discussing our plans. lytic stroke that three weeks later carried her out 
I was to raise goats (that hillside would be fine for of this life and into the life beyond. ; 
goats) and work at my typewriter, and she was to One day, in my loneliness, walking toward the city, 
raise flowers to her heart’s content and attend to her I suddenly thought of those gloves. I found them 
end of the enterprise. It was a bright dream, but it just as she had rolled them and put them in my 
contemplated ‘nothing beyond the brief hour of this pocket. I stopped and stood still for a moment, look- 
life. Thére was no thought of the life beyond; of the ing at the little ball. For a moment it seemed as 
place where the “many mansions” are. though she had come back and was standing there by 
The next morning we took the stage and went down my side with her hand on my arm, looking up at me 
to the little city of St. Helena. We hunted up a real with the old, bright smile. 
estate dealer and made iniquiries about our ranch. We Finally I put the gloves, still rolled, back in my 
were told it belonged to two brothers who had dis- pocket and walked on with my heart heavy, my head 








" he little ranch of our dreams 
appeared. The place was to be sold for taxes, but bowed, and thinking of t 

for the present nothing could be done. ‘He promised UP there by Howell Mountain, and of the plans we had 
to keep us informed. made. But God had other plans. 


We walked about the town, waiting for our train (To be continued) 








Does Archeology Ever Contradict Scripture ? 


A study of recent so-called ‘‘ blows’? to Fundamentalism | 
e | Semin: ° d 
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Why the ‘‘ Blow”’ Missed the Mark 


O RETURN, however, to the uncertainty of the 
identity of Tell en-Nesbeh and ancient Mizpah, 
to which reference has been made — that which makes 


been kept very much before the public, and, 
indeed, has been an interesting and instructive 
work. The particular instruction it gives has not al- 
ways been quite so certain. Archeologists are not 


D ‘= BADE’S work at Tell en-Nesbeh has 


: : . : miss altogether is the fact 
quite so sanguine about all the interpretations of the this “smashing blow” to miss S : 


Dean nor are they able to speak with such absolute 
confidence as he himself feels. But of that more 
presently. The particular interest aroused anew by 
the work at this point is an announcement put out 
at Berkeley, Cal., and attributed to statements made 
by the archeologist himself. It departs a little from 
the usual method of archeologists to give the facts 
and explain their historical significance, and announces 
a “smashing blow to the belief of the Fundamentalists 
in the accuracy of the Bible.” That would be very 
interesting, and perhaps a little amusing, if one could 
be perfectly sure that the archeologist really said just 
that, or whether or not there is considerable embellish- 
ment by the reporter. 

Critics, not archeologists, quite frequently indulge 
in “smashing blows” at those who believe in the 
trustworthiness of the Bible narratives, but somehow 
or other such belief escapes being “smashed.” This 
instance furnishes no exception. The “blow” is di- 
rected against what is ascribed to the “so-called Priest 
Code.” But those who believe in the trustworthiness 
of the Biblical narratives do not believe in any such 
document; they recognize, of course, a large group of 
laws pertaining to the ritual of the tabernacle, but 
the document to which all these laws are ascribed by 
that name has no place in their belief, and they are 
not concerned about how soon the Dean gives it a 
“smashing blow.” 


ve 
Do the Records of Mizpah’s Capture Conflict? 


NOTHER part of the “blow” strikes at the con- 

tradictory accounts, two of them, of the furious 
storming and capture of Mizpah, but unfortunately 
fails to tell where those “two contradictory accounts” 
are to be found. There is such an account of the cap- 
ture of the city from the Benjamites by all the other 
tribes in a furious retribution for the great disgrace 
of the horrible tieatment of a woman. But this was 
long after the occupation of the land, and ‘yet the 
so-called “contradiction” is said to be shown up by 
the evidence from the excavations that the Israelites 
and the Canaanites dwelt together in Mizpah. This 
capture of the city by the tribes from the Benjamites 
could have nothing to do with the original Conquest. 
Now where are the “two contradictory accounts” of 
the capture from the Canaanites? 

Still further, one is, moved to ask, “What if it is 
shown that Canaanites and Israelites dwelt together 
for a long time?” Did they not do so at Gezer, even 
down to the time of Solomon? Is it not told us also 
that the Israelites failed to drive out, or to extermi- 
nate, the Canaanites, but in fact mingled with them 
and imitated them and intermarried with them and 
so became corrupted by them? If it were so gen- 
erally, why not so here at Mizpah, without disturbing 
anyone’s belief in the trustworthiness of the Biblical 
narratives? 


that Dean Badé has never furnished evidence at all 
conclusive that this place is the ancient Mizpah. His 
real archeological discoveries here are much appre- 
ciated; they are adding to our stock of knowledge of 
Canaanite and Israelite times, and as long as simply 
the discovered facts are presented, archeologists allow 
the identification to rest and give more time for evi- 
dence to be discovered. But when from that stand- 
‘point “smashing blows” begin to come our way, it is 
time to call attention to the fact that most of the 
authorities on Palestinian sites do not accept the iden- 
tification with Mizpah at all. The one piece of posi- 
tive evidence claimed, as far as I have seen, is the 
discovery of a seal inscribed “MZA.” This is claimed 
to be intended for Mizpah. Well, perhaps some ancient 
engravers were no better spellers than some modern 
typists; they certainly were not, if this is a fair speci- 
men. Besides, this was on a seal, which may -be 
carried around anywhere, not on the gateway of the 
city, where it would be of some value for local identi- 
fication.. This “smashing blow’ does not seem to 
smash very much. 


Reported interview given out at Berkeley, and published 
in Oakland Post Express, 


An Anthropoid Coffin 


RANS-JORDANIA is beginning to come out into 

prominence in discoveries as well as emerging into 
civilized ways. Nothing recent approaches the _ im- 
portance of the Moabite stone of the time of Mesha, 
Omri, and Ahab; but recent civil work southeast of 
Amman has brought to light a tomb with an anthro- 
poid coffin, that is, a coffin shaped in crude human 
form, a distinctively Egyptian form of sarcophagus, 
Dr. Albright dates it as of the time of David. We 
need not be surprised at this, for did not Egyptian 
influence creep into the Israelite court itself in the 
days of Solomon? The fact which is found in many 
Biblical hints is receiving much archeological con- 
firmation, that despite the hard experience of the 
Israelites in Egypt, Egyptian influence. never entirely 
ceased to be felt in Pelosiiae during its whole his- 
‘tory, from long before Abraham until the end of 
Biblical history. 


"4 
Bible History in Ivory 


HAT was a dramatic scene at Damascus when 
Elisha came thither and Ben-hadad, ill, sent 
Hazael to the prophet to learn the future, using him 
as a fortune-teller. ‘He fared about as those usually 
do who want their fortunes told. Elisha told the 
messenger, Hazael, that he should be king at Damas- 
cus. And he'came to be king; he fulfilled the prophecy 
about himself by smothering the king Ben-hadad! 
Now an almost equally dramatic episode takes place 
in the archeological world. Ruins of a fortress of 
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Lesson for June 8 


Tiglath-Pilezer, who later was. the conqueror of 
Damascus, have been found, and in it engraved ivory 
inlay from a bed of “Our King Hazael,” this same 
‘Hazael. Tiglath-Pilezer had captured the bed and 
carried it away, and here, nearly three thousand years 
afterward, these little ivory strips of inlay turn up 
to tell of those tragic events. Incidentally also these 
fragments of inlaid furniture testify of the refinement 
and culture of that age in the kingdom of ‘Syria, as 
still tinier fragments of ivory inlay, themselves inlaid 
with precious metals or with decorative mastic, at 
Kirjath-sepher testified to a like high culture among 
the Canaanites of the Middle Bronze Age, 1800-1600 
B..G. 


Press dispatches to New York Times. 
we 
Child Sacrifice in Israel 


OW far did the Israelites fall into the vicious 
habits of the Canaanites? Social habits are very 


' contagious. “When in Rome, do as the Romans do” 


is acted upon by a good many people who never heard 
of that saying. Religious habits, too, are quite per- 
vasive, to say the least. Not all the conservatism, 
which is perhaps more dominant in religion than any- 
where else, can keep people who mingle from assimilat- 
ing. The Canaanites practiced horrible child sacrifice. 
Did the Israelites learn that? Did Jephthah sacri- 
fice his daughter in the keeping of his vow? Then 
there is that strange prophecy at the taking of Jericho, 
that he whosoever should build again that city would 
lay the foundation in his firstborn and set up the 
gates thereof in his youngest son, and the record in 
later days of that Hiel who actually did lay the foun- 
dation in his firstborn and set up the gates in his 
youngest son and mentions him by name, Segub. In- 
genious explanations have been essayed to soften the 
horrid harshness of the seeming prophecy. Now 
comes the announcement from Professor Garstang, of 
the Sir Charles Marston expedition for the excavation 
again of Jericho, that under the walls of the ancient 
Jericho has been found the body of a child, as was 


‘ also found many years ago by Macalister at Gezer. 


That it was a foundation sacrifice can hardly be ques- 
tioned; that it was certainly the city of the later 
time of Hiel has not yet been fully established, at 
least not published. It has an unpleasantly suspicious 
appearance. 

Associated Press from Jerusalem, March 4. 


we 
A Modern Locust Army 


No, comes the alarming news of an invasion of 
Palestine which may far exceed in violence and 
in important results the recent conflict between Jews 
and Arabs. It is the terrifying scourge of the East, 
an invasion of locusts. A common enemy often unites 
clashing factions; Arab and Jew will unite hand in 
hand and stand shoulder to shoulder to fight the focust. 
The invasion_this time comes up from that prolific 
field of terrors, the great desert of Sinai, et Tih, the 
dry upland south of Palestine. 

This particular locust invasion is of tragic interest 
to the excavations ,t Tell Beit-mirsim. This old 
fortress is in the south country; its hill blocks the 
natural roadway from the Kadesh-barnea region to the 
north. What a sad spectacle will be that heautiful 
valley, wont to be so green and then golden with the 
harvest, if it be swept as clean as a threshing-floor 
by that grim reaper, the locust! If the country round 
about should be devastated, it will in one way work 
for a blessing on our work. The Arabs have always 
welcomed us and have been most friendly, even kind 
toward. us. And if it should be that their harvest is 
ruined by the locusts, they will receive us with an 
exuberant welcome and throw about us a human wall 
of protection that no racial strife will be allowed to 
interrupt. The money that the excavations circulate 
in the community as wages and for the purchase of 
provisions will save many a family from hunger, if 
not from starvation. So we shall be a blessing to 
them and they to us. We expect to do a much larger 
work this year which means a demand for more work- 
men, and so the distribution of more wages. 


4 
Plans for the Summer’s Work 


ERE is opportunity, for which there might not be 
time later, for a forecast of the good things in 
store for the workers and for the readers of the TrmeEs 
in the coming season’s excavations at Kirjath-sepher. 
The work this year will be in the name of the 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary, following the union of 
these two historic institutions at Pittsburgh this sum- 
mer. The Staff will work also, as usual, in co-opera- 
tion with the American School of Oriental Research 
at Jerusalem, with the Archeological Editor of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times as President and Dr. W. F. 
Albright, Professor of Semitic Philology in Johns 
Hopkins University, as Director of Field operations. 
Professor Kelso of Pittsburgh-Xenia, Professor 
Sellers of the Presbyterian Seminary, Chicago; Presi- 
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dent Huffman of Marion College, Ind., and a physi- 
cian of Baltimore will go from America for the work, 
and Dr. Schmidt of Denmark will join us, together 
with a surveyor and a draftsman. We always have 
a happy family; our careful organization, regular 
hours, Sabbath rest, and daily discussions and instruc- 
tions concerning Biblical things in which all alike 
are interested, and, not least, our daily devotions, 
cement us all together in most pleasant bonds. In 
addition to these of the regular Staff, there will be 
associated’ with us, of course, the Director of the 
Department of Antiquities in Palestine, and his assist- 
ants, and a number of the Palestinian scholars, and 
especially the new Director of the American School 
at Jerusalem, Dr. McCown. 

We expect to devote about two months to actual 
excavation and then ten days or two weeks to explora- 
tion. The place or places are not yet decided upon, 
but on foot, by donkey, or horse, or in automobile, 
we shall scour some of the less known parts of Bible 
lands to see what may be found. 

The immediate object on the tell will be to carry 
on down to the rock, the section of the ruins we were 
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excavating in 1928 and then—ah, then—we will 
move over to the west to a new section where lies 
the palace or temple in which was found the famous 
Canaanite snake goddess, and also along the central 
street on which we found the government buildings 
that furnished the stamped jar handles, receipts for 
taxes, among which was one dated in the brief reign 
(three months) of Jehoiachin. The lure of those two 
places is great. Then there is always the hope that 
somewhere in the ruins, sometime, we shall find in- 
scriptions, perhaps extensive collections of literary 
remains, though this last is against experience in 
Palestine. 

On the way out, I expect to go around by rail from 
Istamboul through Asia Minor to Palestine, through 
some of the scenes of Paul’s labors. The Trmes 
articles will begin with that journey, cover week ‘by 
week the excavations, and close with the ride over 
the land for exploration, peering into odd corners to 
see what we may find. For all the Times readers I 
wish as much pleasure and profit as we expect in 
the experiences in Bible lands. 

St. Louis. 








Colony houses in the recent forest fires 








America’s Keswick Saved from Fire 


How God protected conference buildings, homes, and 


By Addison C. Raws 














was rapidly bearing down upon them, the peo- 

ple of Keswick were gathered in the Sunday 
morning service on May 4, rejoicing in an all-sufficient 
Lord. Then suddenly, a friend from a near-by town 
entered the door and endeavored to attract the atten- 
tion of the speaker. As another worker responded 
the friend said, as quietly as her excited state of mind 
would permit: “A terrible fire is coming through the 
woods, right near by and your whole place is going 
to be burned; it will all go in this fire.” 

The amazing, but faith-inspired, reply was, “Well, 
that’s all right.’ This was explained later to mean, 
“If it is what God wants, it is all right, but if he 
doesn’t, the place will be spared.” 

A moment later, the service had become a prayer- 
meeting, and those who were able were slipping out 
to battle the flames while the others prayed. 

The roar of the fire could now be heard in the 
woods, and Victory Hall, the Auditorium, and the 
Raws Memorial Building lay directly in its path, but 
the group of people praised God that he could change 
that strong wind—and he did. It was a miracle, 
for at that very moment, the fire, instead of jumping 
across the railroad tracks just a few hundred yards 
away, began to follow along the railroad, driven by 
the wind from a new quarter. 

Through the providence of God the long distance 
telephone had been installed in Keswick only forty- 
eight hours before the fire (telephone service had been 
sought for years but only recently made possible). 
A call to the fire departments of both Toms River, 
fifteen miles away, and the Naval Air Station at Lake- 
hurst, eight miles distant, brought immediate response, 
and before long these companies, together with many 
men from the community who had gathered to help, 
along with the men of Keswick Colony, were desper- 
ately fighting to save this consecrated property. 

A slight change in the wind again brought the fire 
plunging across the railroad, for now it was impos- 
sible to hold it under such conditions as existed. It 
seemed to many, time after time, that Satan was de- 
termined to level the buildings which had been so used 
of God in the work of bringing freedom to those in 
bondage; but each time the danger increased, the 
prayer and praise increased, and the tide was turned. 
During the height of the danger, as one of the workers 
accompanied a fire chief through the main building, 
he drew a curtain of a doorway to one side, revealing 
a group of women on their knees, and said, “Chief, 
they are Keswick’s real fire fighters.” 

Another great factor in the triumph of that hour 
was that the Council of the Victorious Life Testimony 
was meeting at New Lisbon twenty miles away, and 
with the new telephone making possible close connec- 
tion, intercession was constantly ascending from that 
point with telling effect upon the fire at Keswick. 

A beautiful feature of the experience was the fact 
that every one on the property seemed possessed of 
a supernatural calm, and there was absolutely no indi- 
cation of fear or panic on the part of any. Even 
Mother Raws, one of the founders of Keswick, who 
has been confined to her room most of the time for 
more than a year, watched the flames leaping into the 
air, with apparently no thought that the Lord would 
fail in his promises, and she was being kept by that 
strength which is made perfect in weakness. In all 
of the prayer that was offered there was never a de- 
spairing note, but the petitions continually ascended 
with thanksgiving and praise. 


Ewes 0 unaware that a terrific forest fire 


Owing to the fact that other fires were breaking 
out in other places, the fire companies received calls, 
but the chief refused to leave Keswick until he had 
seen it past all real danger. 

One of the touching sights during the early hours 
of the fire was to see one of the little children kneel- 
ing before her Grandma thanking Jesus that he could 
stop this fire. And out on one of the porches, at the 
same time, another little girl knelt with a tiny tot 
before her, and they were saying together, “Thy 
will be done, Jesus, thy will be done.” 

As Mrs. Addison Raws returned to her home to re- 
move some important papers, she was startled by see- 
ing the flames breaking out among the pines less than 
two hundred feet away from the cottage. The situa- 
tion seemed hopeless, and for a brief moment her 
heart ached at the thought of seeing that beautiful 
h-me, which had been given of God in such a won- 
derful way, destroyed. However, it was but a mo- 
ment before this trustful servant was claiming from 
the Lord all that was needed for this trying hour. 
The reading in “Daily Light” for that morning had 
been a real preparation for this experience, and Mrs. 
Raws had taken from the reading as her day verse: 
“Ah, Lord God! behold, thou hast made the heaven 
and the earth by thy great power and stretched out 
arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee.” The 
siren of one of the fire engines sounded shrilly over 
the grounds and brought the firemen to concentrate 
their efforts on the protection of the Raws’ home. 
Another miracle of God was wrought here, and the 
flames swept by only a few feet away, leaving the 
garage and house unharmed. . 

Again fresh volumes of prayer ascended as the 
fire raced around the lake and directly toward the 
cottages of the Colony men. It seemed impossible 
that they could be saved, but “Prayer changes things,” 
‘and again the wind was turned by the hand of God. 

A few moments later the fire had reached the stables. 
The wagon-shed was soon in flames, then the barn 
itself started to burn. Once more, however, God used 
the chemical truck, which arrived just in time, to 
save the building with only slight damage. From 
this point, the main fire raced on fow miles through 
the woods, leaving nothing but devastation in its wake 
through a territory many miles square; but the danger 
to Keswick’s buildings had been passed. 

At one time of this memorable day Keswick was 
almost surrounded by great forest fires, but at all 
times was it completely surrounded by His love and 
the power of his might. The period of imminent dan- 
ger covered approximately six hours, but the presence, 
protection, and grace of the Lord were not confined 
to those iimits of time. 

In the evening of the same day, the writer, with 
no knowledge of what had been going on, was pro- 
claiming before a large audience in a young people's 
conference in New York State.the message that “God 
is faithful.” As he returned home the following day 
and listened to the amazing stories of this experience, 
the truth of those three great words seemed blessedly 
verified from every lip, and even as he traced the char- 
red path of the fire around the property, the grounds 
seemed to re-echo the words, “God is faithful.” 

Some may be saying with us in the words of Jacob 
of old in his Bethel experience: “Surely, the Lord is 
in this place; and I knew it not.” 

Pray for America’s Keswick, and for the seven con- 
ferences that will be held there this summer. 


Keswick Grove, N. J. 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 8 JESUS IN THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 


International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 26 : 1-75 


Golden Text.—He went forward a little, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass away from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.— Matt. 26: 39 











The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword ' 
Great High Priest, we see Thee stooping, 
With our names upon Thy breast; 
In the Garden groaning, drooping, 
To the ground with horrors pressed: 
Wondering angels stood confounded, 
To behold their Maker thus; 
And can we remain unwounded, 
When we know ’twas all for us? 


HE parable we considered last week was spoken 
| near the close of the Wednesday. The Thurs- 

day was spent by the Saviour in retirement, 
while two of the disciples (Mark 14:13) were busy 
preparing for the Paschal feast. It was late on the 
Thursday that our Lord was in the Garden, but prob- 
ably not so late as the midnight between Thursday and 
Friday, for the first cock crowing did not occur until 
the time that the Lord Jesus was being examined in 
the palace of the high priest (Mark 14: 68). 


Verse by Verse. 

Matthew 26: 31.—Offended. Caused to stumble. 
The faith of the disciples failed to withstand the shock 
of the Lord’s Passion and crucifixion. But though 
their faith failed through lack of understanding the 
Scriptures, their love did not fail. For it is written, 
What follows is quoted verbatim from the Septuagint 
version of Zechariah 13:7, except that the second 
person imperative “smite” is. changed into the first per- 
son future indicative. In Zechariah God commands 
the smiting. Here it is God himself who smites. 


Verse 32.—/ will go before you. The reference is 
again to the Lord as the shepherd of his people. 
Compare John 10:4. The force of the promise was, 
I will gather you out from Jerusalem and lead you 
back into Galilee. If this is understood, the difficulty 
that some have found in the Lord’s first appearances 
to his disciples taking place in Jerusalem, while the 
emphatic promise refers always to Galilee, simply does 
not arise. At the same time, the very fact that this 
superficial difficulty has been allowed to remain is an 
indication of the truthfulness of the narrative. Also 
it shows clearly that the evangelists, having a true 
story to recount, have not troubled to forestall this 
kind of criticism. 

Verse 33.—/ will never be offended. Yet Peter had 
already been warned (Luke 22: 31), and the very way 
in which he makes this assertion carries with it the 
testimony that it was not the first. Men do not ex- 
press themselves so strongly unless their fidelity has 
been previously attainted. 

Verse 34.—Before the cock crow. The first cock 
crowing is at midnight. But in as much as few hear 
it, when the word is used generally, as it is here, 
the second crowing is meant. This takes place in 
the early morning just before dawn. Thus the two 
forms in which our Lord’s warning is reported come 
to have the same meaning. Peter probably understood 
the expression about the cock crowing merely as a 
mark of time, and therefore received it only as an 
expression of distrust on the Lord’s part. But it was 
this solemn and circumstantial repetition of it that 
struck upon his mind when the sign was literally ful- 
filled. A difficulty has been raised by some commenta- 
tors from the fact that it was unlawful to keep fowls 
in the Holy City. Yet the Jewish Talmud which seems 
to register the prohibition is not consistent with itself 
in this matter. And anyway, Jewish rules would not 
apply to the Romans. 

Verse 36.—Gethsemane. The word means an oil 
press. Probably the press had been at some time or 
other built right among the olive trees in order to 
facilitate the gathering and pressing of the fruit. The 
Garden seems to have been on the slope of the Mount 
of Olives (Luke 22:39). It looked across the ravine 
of the Kidron (John 18:1) to the city wall. The 
traditional site of Gethsemane is about fifty yards be- 
yond the bridge that now spans the Kidron. This 
cannot be far from the actual spot, though many peo- 
ple think that it is too near the city to have afforded 
sufficient solitude and retirement for our Lord’s pur- 
pose that night. 

Yonder. Probably to some spot deeper in the 
shadow of the Garden. At that hour the gorge of 
the Kidron would be partly moonlight and partly 
shaded by the rocks and the great walls and buildings 
of the city rising on the farther side of the ravine. 

Verse 37.—Peter and the two sons of Zebedee. 
These three formed the innermost circle of the twelve. 
They were specially privileged to be with our Lord on 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 42: 1-5 
Primary Topic: Jesus Proves His Love for Us. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 26 : 17-75. 
Memory Verse: Not as-I will, but as thou wilt.—Matt. 


26 : 390. 
Junior Topic: Jesus Suffering for Us. 
Lesson Material: Matthew 26: 17-75. 
Memory Verse: The Son of God, who loved ms, and gave 
himself up for me.—Gal. 2 : 20. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Agony in the Garden. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Gethsemane. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 31-46 

31 Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended 
in me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shep- 
herd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad. 
32 But after I am raised up, I will go before you into Gali- 
lee. 33 But Peter answered and said unto him, If all 
shall be + offended in thee, I will never be 1 offended. 4 
Jesus said unto him, Verily 1 say unto thee, that this 
night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
35 Peter saith unto him, Even if I must die with thee, 
yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the dis- 
ciples. 

36 Then cometh Jesus with them unto %a place called 
Gehsemane, and saith unto his disciples, Sit ye here, while 
I go yonder and pray. 37 And he took with him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful 
and sore troubled. 38 Then saith he unto them, My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: abide ye here, 
and watch with me. 39 And he went forward a little, and 
fell on his face, and prayed, saying, My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass away from me: nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt. 4@ And he cometh unto 
the disciples, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto 
Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
41° Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 42 
Again a second time he went away, and prayed, saying, 
My Father, if this cannot pass away, except I drink it, 
thy will be done. 43 And he came again and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 And he left them 
again, and went away, and prayed a third time, saying 
again the same words. 45 Then cometh he to the disciples, 
and saith unto them, ‘Sleep on now, and take your rest: 
behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is * be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Arise, let us be 
going: behold, he is at hand that * betrayeth me. 

1Gr., caused to stumble. ?Gr., an enclosed piece of 
ground. *Or, Watch ye, and pray that ye enter not. 

*Or, Do ye sleep on, then, and take your rest? 5 Or, 

delivered him up. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International 
Council of Religious Education. 








several solemn occasions (Mark 5:37; 9:2; 13:3). 
Of these three, James was slain by Herod (Acts 12: 
2). Peter, according to tradition, was crucified at 
Rome under Nero. John, after years of exile on Pat- 
mos, died in extreme cld age. 

He took with him. This was not only or chiefly 
as witnesses to his sufferings but as a consolation to 
him. Even in this they failed. Yet from the very 





The Shadows of Gethsemane 


By Amos R. Wells 


Mf THE shadows of Gethsemane my Lord sore 
troubled came; the shadows of the cruel cross, 
the cross of sin and shame; the darkness of the 
world’s despair and immemorial woe, the blackness 
of eternal hate and of a ravening foe. To the 
shadows of Gethsemane my Saviour went alone; no 
friend to share his agony and answer groan for groan; 
no beat of understanding heart, no clasp of brother 
hand, no watching touch of human love in all that 
midnight land. In the shadows of Gethsemane my 
dear Redeemer strove, the battle of all ages fought 
within that silent grove, the struggle with a name- 
less dread and with an awful fear, that no one else 
could ever know, that none could see or hear. In 
the shadows of Gethsemane throughout the deadly 
night, no blessed gleam of heavenly hope, no ray 
of heavenly light, but steady piercing thrust of 
hate against the heart of love, the war of all 
the death below with all the life above. To the 
shadows of Gethsemane beneath the waiting hill 
came at the last the triumph shout of God’s victo- 
rious will, came at the last the conquering shout: 
** Thy will, not mine, be done!’ and all the shadows 
fell before God’s Sacrificial Son! 











fact of his returning to them between his times of 
prayer it is manifest that in the abasement of his 
humanity he found their presence somehow a comfort 
to him. Began to be. This is not a merely idiomatic 
phrase. He began to be sorrowful as he had never. 
been before. 

Verse 39.—This cup. The destiny that now con- 
fronts him. Compare Isaiah 51:17 and Psalm 75:8. 
If James and John overheard these words, they must 
have thought with shame of their ambition (Matt. 20: 
20). For in answering them then, their Master had 
used this very word “cup.” 

Verse 41.—The spirit indeed is willing. Notice this 
touch of clemency mingled with the rebuke. It is so 
characteristic of the Lord Jesus. 


Verse 44.—The same words. This repetition of 
earnestness must be distinguished from the vain repe- 
titions of Matthew 6:7. But further note that the 
singular, not the plural, is used. It is not the same 
words, but the same thing. The burden of his prayer 
was the same. 

Verse 45.—Sleep on now. This must be understood 
as implying, if you can. The hour is at hand. The 
moment to which the Saviour had so long looked for- 
ward has at length arrived. The Gethsemane watching 
and praying are over. This may have been (1) be- 
cause the Lord heard the noise made by the police 
officers as they advanced through the wood, or (2) be- 
cause of his own superhuman consciousness that the 
Father’s time had come. Almost certainly the latter 
was the main reason, though we need not exclude the 
former. 

Verse 46.—He is at hand. These words mark the 
approach of the band among whom the form of Judas 
can now be plainly seen. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The Holy One made sin for us 
2. The shrinking from the contamination of evil 


3. The submission to the Father’s will and the stead- 
fast carrying out of the divine purpose 


Golden Topics 

1. 'The mystery of the agony.—The Lord Jesus had 
ese spent the two previous nights on this same 

ount of Olives and there was no hint of agony then 
(Luke 21:37). Then, too, only an hour or two 
earlier the Lord Jesus had been serene and calm at 
the Paschal feast. There his calmress was scarcely 
interrupted even for a moment by the departure of 
Judas on his fatal errand (John 13: 30, 31). Yet now 
in Gethsemane we are confronted with this awful 
struggle. It is true there was light in the upper room 
while it was dark in the Garden. But surely the 
darkness and light to him were both alike. Or if 
to his human heart there was the difference of which 
we are too conscious, it could not have been that the 
mere withdrawal of the earthly light could becloud 
his peace. It is true that the prospect before him 
was one of intolerable horror, but from the time he had 
set his face to go to Jerusalem it had been always in 
his view. And though at times the thought of it 
would come over him and make him shudder, there 
had been hitherto no agony like this and not a trace 
of pleading that the cup might pass. 

The new element of woe that came to the Lord 
Jesus in that hour was in the fact that then he took 
on himself as never before the sin of the world. It 
was not suffering from which he shrank. Through 
all his suffering his spirit was calm and quiet. “When 
he suffered, he threatened not” (1 Pet. 2:23). He 
could pray for his murderers, “Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do” (Luke 23: 34). 
But to take on himself the intolerable load of the 
world’s sin, from this he shrank with all the recoil 
of stainless purity. It was not the weakness of his 
flesh, but the purity of his spirit that made him shrink. 

This shrinking was a new temptation thrice repeated 
like the former temptation in the wilderness. That 
assault was in close relation to his assumption at his 
baptism of the work of his ministry. This conflict 
was, we believe, as closely connected with his assump- 
tion of his work of the high priesthood, undertaking 
to make atonement for sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
As that followed his baptism, this followed his insti- 
tution of the Holy Supper. In that ordinance he had 
prepared the minds of his disciples to turn from the 
Paschal lamb of the old covenant to contemplate hence- 
forth the “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world.” From the feast he went straightway 
to the lonely Garden, there to begin his dread aton- 
ing work. 

2. Prayer—The mystery of unanswered prayer re- 
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Lesson for June 8 


ceives here some alleviation. If we are perplexed 
and grieved by having our prayers refused, we can 
gain comfort from the consideration that this experi- 
ence also has been known to our Lord. If once at 
least he prayed, and the Father’s answer was Judas 
and the rabble, I need not be surprised if to me also 
there come refusals. 

But this was only part of the answer. For the full 
answer see Hebrews g.- All conflict of the holy soul 
is prayer. All its struggles are continued communion 
with God. In Genesis 22:5, when Abraham’s faith 
was to be put to so sore a trial, he said, “I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship.” Our Lord in almost 
the same spot unites in himself Abraham’s faith and 
Isaac’s obedience. He became both priest and victim. 


3. Our Lord’s will—Our Lord Jesus Christ sincerely 
and unaffectedly desired to have the cup removed from 
him. The cup contained, we may say, the ingredients 
added by physical suffering and personal sorrow in 
regard to those whom he loved, but above all the pain of 
contamination by sin and the consequent separation from 
his Father. We sinners cannot possibly conceive how 
great this pain must have been. For however much we 
may shrink from contact with particular forms of sin, 
there is always in us something that answers to sin’s 
appeal and that prevents us from hating sin as it is 
in itself. Yet that desire of the Saviour’s is brought 
into subjection to the Father’s will, just as ours has 
to be. 


4. “Even unto death.”—This may have been a pro- 
verbial expression (cf. Jonah 4:9). Yet perhaps with 
our Lord the words are to be taken literally. If so, 
they will mean that there had come to him such an 
extremity of anguish now that he had reached the 
utmost limit of endurance. Any more would have 
meant death itself. He would have died had not bodily 
strength been administered by the angel from Heaven 
(Luke 22: 43). 


Final Word 


For me it was in the Garden 
He prayed, “Not My will, but Thine.” 
He had no tears for His own griefs, 
But sweat drops of blood for mine. 


In pity angels beheld Him, 
And came from the world of light 
To comfort Him in the sorrows 
He bore for my soul that night. 


Tunsrince WELLS, Enc. —Charles H. Gabriel. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
»The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT striking feature of this prayer of Christ’s 


in Gethsemane appears in contrast with all his 
others 


2. What does this prayer indicate concerning his own 
state-of mind? 


3. What other indications of this death-agony are re- 
corded by Luke? 


4. How do you account for these Gethsemane prayers 
being known by those who afterward recorded them? 


5. Upon what other occasions was help sent to Christ 
from Heaven by angels? 


6. In what respect did Peter live up to his word not 
to forsake the Lord? 


7. Why was Peter’s denial less blameworthy than the 
deed of Judas? 


8. How did Peter’s act in the garden contribute to his 
denial ? 


9. Why was John enabled to stay closer to the Lord 
throughout his trial than the other disciples? 

10. How may we win our victories in advance? 

11. What is the best preparation for any ordeal ? 

12. What two words are coupled, more than any other, 
with the word “watch” —in the Bible? 


13. What part has “watching” to do with overcoming 
temptation ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. ; 


ve 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Learning How.”—Peter answered and said (v. 
33). And everybody, especially the Bible-knocker, 
knows al] he said and can give the full particular of 
one of the sorriest flops of a good man in all history. 
Yes, “flop” is the word — just looked it up in my new 
India paper Webster Unabridged Dictionary Mary 
gave me on Christmas. “To change over suddenly, 
from one party to another.” You know the “another” 
party. The Lord Jesus tells you in John 8:44. The 
other lesson writers will treat the lesson for the home 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 
year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
8 May 25.—Jesus Describes the Future of the Kingdom 
Matthew 24:1 to 25:13 
9. June 1.—Contrast Between Faithfulness and Sloth- 
HEGESE: . cvrroccrcesvercesvyesteseecves Matthew 25 : 14-46 
10. June 8.—Jesus in the Shadow of the Cross 
Matthew 26: 1-75 
11. June 15.—Jesus on the Cross .........Matthew 27 : 1-66 
12. June 22.—The Risen Lord and the Great Commission 
Matthew 28: 1-20 
13. June 29.—Review 


Third Quarter 
1. July 6—Abraham. (A Pioneer of Faith.) 
Gen, 12: 1-5; 13: 1-12; 17:1-8; 18 : 22-33; Heb. 11 : 8-10 
2. July 13.—Jacob. (A Selfish Man Transformed.) 
Gen. 25: 19-34; chapters 27 to 33; 46:28 to 47: 12 
3. July 20.—Moses. (A Courageous Leader.) 
Exod.1 : 8-14; 2:1-22; 331-14; 11: 1-10; 32: 30- 
35; Deut. 34:1-8; Heb. 11 : 23-29 
4. July 27.—Deborah. (May be used with Temperance 
Applications.) (A Leader in a National Emer- 


GWENCY.) cccccccccccsccccccccccscccscscscccccce Judges 4: 1-18 
5. August 3.—Naomi and Ruth. (A Study in Racial 
Relationships.) ......ccscecccscccseces The Book of Ruth 








circle. I am after the fellow on the street, at the 
market place, and in the mill. I have my Corner eye 
upon the three men the Lord Jesus selected to go 
with him through that blood sweating experience. 
Because these three are the most of us. Bishop 
Woodcock at a Lenten service in the Garrick Theater, 
in speaking on the subject of “Sin,” said, “Heaven 
does not despair of us.... hen we say we are 
not fit to be a Christian we condemn ourselves more 
than God condemns us. . .. Defeat is only learning 
how. We are never defeated until we are a quitter.” 
As I sat there I said, “William ‘H., he is talking to 
thee.” Had I this lesson then before me I might have 
said, “Peter.”” While Peter was instant on the tongue 
and quick on the trigger, Peter’s heart was all right 
and his defeats were his “learning how.” Peter was 
no quitter. He had a puncture that night out by the 
fire, but the “car” was parked in the yard, and the 
only apostolic “machine” that was! (Matt. 26: 69-75.) 
Yes, indeed, in Peter we can see most of us mill fel- 
lows. So, Old Top, when you have “tire trouble” or 
“break a spring,” don’t junk the “old boat,” but just 
say “Peter” to yourself, and “I’m learning how!” 


The Three.—And he took with him Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee (v. 37). Behold the three closest 
friends of the Lord Jesus. “The Inner Circle.” That 
tender-hearted pair who wanted to command fire to 
come down from Heaven and burn up a people who had 
not done them any worse harm than to say, “You 
Jews don’t like us anyway, so move on.” The mother 
and baby in her arms, the little black-eyed tots play- 
ing around upon the floor, the sweet old grandmother 
sitting by the door with folded hands, her life work 
done and waiting for the angel to cry “All aboard!” 
for the inevitable trip “West.” That’s the picture of her 
up there over my bureau titled “Whistler's Mother.” 
The hard-working father sweating and toiling under 
the tropic sun to get the bread for them all. ‘“Let’s 
kill them, Master, kill them with fire, burn the miser- 
able scum!” Station XYZ Sons of Zebedee speaking! 
(Luke 9: 52-56.) And yet there are those who say 
this Gospel narrative was all faked in the third cen- 
tury. Faking a three-story liar and two bloodthirsty 
Zebedees the bosom friends of a mythical Son of God! 
“Don’t make me laff; I got a split lip!” as the boy 
said. Station TBC is broadcasting this lesson to the 
fellows who hesitate to take the Lord Jesus and begin 
the Christian walk “for fear of not being good enough” 
and “can’t hold out.” Peter, James, and John at the 
start were not much to brag about as followers of 
our Lord. Yet these very three were those selected 
for that awful night of the “Cup” in the Garden. For 
in the supreme moments of suffering we want our 
nearest and dearest close by. Mother goes to the 
dentist with little Dot. The loved ones sit in the ante- 
room in the hour of the operation. The Lord Jesus 
had his nearest and dearest there near by at the great 
moment. And Peter and James and John are you and 
I' with our sleepy heads and our many faults. This, 
it seems to me, is the glory of Gethsemane. Three 
faulty men even as you and I for companionship before. 
One angel afterward for strength (Luke 22: 43). 


“The Cup.”—If it be possible, let this cup pass (v. 
39). “The Rope for Durrant,” shouted the California 
papers in 1898. In New York and other States “Chair” 
now stands for death. In California and other, States 
in 1898 “Rope” stood for death. Some Athenian news- 
paper in 399 B. C. could have lined in big black 
Grecian characters, “Socrates Takes the Cup.” In the 
ancient day “the Cup” was capital punishment. It 
stood for sorrow, anguish, despair, and death. The 
Lord Jesus had to taste the sin poisoned cup of death 
for you and me and every one. The Lord Jesus was 
no more afraid of death than Lindbergh, Byrd, and 
the many other noble heroes of the air; no more afraid 
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of death than the hundreds of our best young men 
who sailed across the dangerous sea to kill and be 
killed; no more afraid of death than the great com- 
pany of missionaries who continually go across the sea 
to look fever_and the-devil-in-pagans straight in the 
jaws of death. The Lord Jesus was not afraid to die 
—but he was afraid of failure in the Garden. The 
Lord Jesus was carrying the sin of the world and 
wanted to be sure to get it to Calvary (Isa. 53:6; 
John 1:29). Gethsemane was his Valley of the 
Shadow. He had to pass through it to reach the Place 
of the Skull. This cup of death he wanted to pass 
away from him for your sake and mine. The Cal- 
vary cup, the cup of salvation, he drained to the dregs. 
It is now an empty cup. There is not a drop of death 
in it any more. The Lord Jesus got it all. For he 
prayed for strength to reach the cross and accomplish 
the great purpose for which he came. “The cup of 
salvation” (Psa. 116: 13; 1 Cor. 11:25). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 








MATERIALS: A mother and her child. 








S WE come to this lesson, I can think of but one 

thing in our everyday life that can give us even 
the faintest gleam of realization of what the “cup” 
meant to our Lord. We can look at the mother and 
her child. To the child she means love, comfort, care, 
tenderness, knowledge. In fact, the young child’s life 
is almost bounded by mother. 

If you can think of a mother whose relations with 
her child have been the closest and happiest all through 
the years, turning her face away from this loved one, 
and leaving her child to go through the agonies of a 
torturing death, knowing that the mother’s love was 
turned away, — if you can think of the agony of that 
child, and that mother, then perhaps you will get a 
new conception of the price that Jesus Christ paid 
for you and me, willingly, knowing beforehand just 
what the cost would be, a cost so terrible that he 
sweat drops of blood in Gethsemane; and you will 
a a new emphasis, “For God SO loved the 
world.” 

You say such a mother would be cruel. Even so, 
and no circumstance of our lives would ever justify 
such a proceeding. But in the case of God and his 
only begotten Son, there was a lost world to be saved, 
and even the infinite resources of Heaven could pro- 
vide no other way. Sin is always cruel, and sin always 
demands a sacrifice. He had to bear our sins in his 
own body on the tree, and in order to suffer the whole 
penalty of sin, Jesus Christ had to endure the separa- 
tion from the Father. All this was done that we 
might have eternal life. 

Stand still in awe and adoration, as you catch but 
a glimpse of the unsearchable love of God the Father 
and God the Son. 


Mount Hermon, CA. 
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The Illustration Round- Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of oe Bn ory] text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
many desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
needed. 


Is the Blood There?—For this is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many unto remission 
of sins (v. 28). There is an old Jewish legend that 
on the night of the exodus from Egypt a young 
maiden, “the first-born of the family,” was danger- 
ously ill, As the midnight hour approached she 
anxiously inquired, “Father, are you sure that the 
blood is on the door posts?” “Yes, my child,” he an- 
swered, “I ordered it sprinkled and the servant al- 
ways obeys.” It lacked at length but a few minutes 
of the midnight, and once more the sick girl started 
up from her uneasy sleep, and asked, “Are you sure 
that the blood is there?” The same answer was re- 
turned, but she remained distressed. At last the 
father lifted her in his arms, and taking a light carried 
her to the door to see for herself, and lo, the blood 
was not there! Hastily, the father killed a lamb and 
with his own hand made sure that the blood was 
there. Dear reader, are you sure that the blood of 
Christ has been applied to your soul?—From “Seed 
Corn for the Sower,’ by C. Perren. Sent by Martha 
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Nichol, Forest Grove, Ore. Prize illus- 
tration. 

My Denials.—This night, before the 
cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice 
(v. 34). 

With frightened lips, I shall not ever say, 

“I know Him not,” for none will question 


me. 
I shall not need to speak a word today 
To publish to the world my loyalty. 


And yet a hundred times there comes a: 


voice, 


“Know you this Man, the Master?” and | 


behold, : 
A hundred times I make the fateful choice 
Today, as the apostle once of old. 

And every unkind word or straying thought, 
Every deed of hatred or disdain, ‘ 
Say plainly to the world, “Il know Him 

not.” 
And then the cock crows —bitter morn 
of pain! , 
And would indeed today that they might 


The times I have denied Him — only three! 


—lrom the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio, and 
Miss G. B. Dowen, Surbiton, Surrey, Eng. 


If a Christian Is Sleeping.— 4nd _find- 
cth them sleeping (v. 40). A church 
asleep is’ as useless as a dead church. 
A Christian asleep is a standing reproach 
to Christianity. A French dramatist read 
his latest production to a circle of critics, 
and while he was reading one of the 
critics fell asleep. The reader stopped 
long enough to say, “How can you criti- 
cize my production when you are sound 
asleep?” “I submit,” said the critic, rub- 
bing his eyes, “that sleep is a criticism.” 
And so it is. If Christianity means any- 
thing, it means everything, and a sleep- 
ing Christian is a perpetual argument 
against Christianity—From A.C. Dixon, 
in “Through Night to Morning.” Sent 
by the Rev. W. Thorburn Clark, Dum- 
barton, Va. 


When Her Prayer Was Answered. 
—Thy will be done (v. 42). Mr. Gray 
tells the story of a young wife whose 
husband was very sick, and who was told 
that he must die. In her wild agony 
she flung herself upon the ground and 
demanded of God that he be spared to 
her. “O God,” said she, “I cannot live 
without him! Thou must spare him to 
me! Take aught else but leave my hus- 
band!” The husband was indeed spared, 
but only to remain an idiot. Years after- 
ward while wearily enduring his vacant 
stare, the devoted wife cried out: 


“My Father, Thou hast taught me how 
To suffer and still; 

And bowed my rebel spirit down 
To Thy unerring will, 


“Hast taught me that there is a pang 
Greater than death can give; 
And punished my idolatry, 
Bidding my idol live!” 
Do we realize that ofttimes the greatest 
affliction with- which God could visit us 
would be to answer our prayers?—From 
the King’s Business. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


Which of the Three Routes ?—Not 
as I will, but as thou wilt (Golden Text). 
“Where are we, Captain?” asked a pas- 
senger on an Australian steamer several 
days out from the California coast. ““Come 
with me to the chart and I will show 
you,” came the courteous reply. “You see,” 
said the captain as the two bent over 
a well-worn map, “there are three routes 
to Australia from the port we just left. 
That one there is the one usually taken; 
there, designated as Number 2, is the 
route I preferred to take; and this one 
here, Number 3, is the one the company 
ordered me to take, and that is the one 
we have taken. We are right here iust 
now.” The world’s way, my way, and 
Christ’s way. Which way am I sailing? 
—Fron The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by T. D. Gehret, Sunbury, Pa. 


we 


Lesson Hymns 


“Bearing His 
“One Day.” 
“Hallelujah! What a Saviour!" 
“Go to Dark Gethsemane.” 
“When I See My Saviour.” 
“Nething But the Blood.” 


Cross.” 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle | 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THE Principle oF COMPARISON. 
—Train the pupils to make compari- 
sons and thus detect significant like- 
nesses and differences. 





N THE Gethsemane cxperience of our 

Lord and the immediate events sur- 
rounding it we have a portrayal of char- 
acter in contrasts most striking. Com- 
parison between the Lord and anyone else 
is impossible save by contrast, not only 
here, but throughout his earth career. If 
his real humanity, however, appears any- 
where, it is here; yet even here it is 
illumined with a radiance uncommon. We 
cannot undertake to tread upon this holy 
ground to bring away a character study 
of the suffering Saviour. Let it suffice 
us reverently to ponder the inspired ac- 
count of what for us he there endured. 

It may be permitted us, however, to 
note in a more analytical manner the 
characteristics of those of his disciples 
whose individualities stand out in the ac- 
count. There is Judas who betrayed him 
with a kiss; inexplainable in infamy al- 
most as great as his Lord in goodness, 
he stands in Gethsemane an incarnation 
of Satan beside him who is the incarnate 
God. Did greater contrast ever meet the 
earthly career of our Lord? As for the 
rest of the disciples, including the three 
who were closest to him, when the crisis 
came, they all forsook him and fled. Fear 
and lack of faith possessed them all. We 
remember Peter as outstanding in denial 
after definitely promising to be faithful 
even unto death, but perhaps we fail to 
do him full justice if we forget that at 
the attack upon his Lord he used his 
sword and suffered a rebuke that was 
probably hard for him to understand. 

Two of the inner circle were not able 
to stay. away from their Master's trial. 
John had an access to the court that was 
denied to Peter, whose memory of the 
Lord’s words, following his denial, sent 
him out weeping bitterly ; while John fol- 
lowed through the entire trial and was 
able to receive the dying charge of his 
Lord at the foot of the cross. John, less 
impulsive, more loving, in the hour of 
crisis was enabled to be more faithful 





than Peter; but together they later ran 
to the open tomb when the word came 
that the Lord was risen. 


HuntTInopon, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thamk thee for the unspeakable love- 
gift of thy Son Jesus Christ. We pray that 
we who have taken his name upon us’ as 
Lord and Saviour may not be disloyal to 
him. While we know we cannot enter fully 
into his sufferings, yet we would not stand 
aside and fail to take our part in whatever 
may belong to faithfulness to him. May we 
realize that his sacrifice was for us, and 
even as the disciples went with him to 
Gethsemane, so may we follow him wherever 
he may lead. May we not reject the mar- 
velous privilege of suffering with him as 
faithful followers who desire to work, and 
to carry the good news of his salvation to 
others. We ask it in his dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How lightly we 
speak of our Gethsemanes! We some- 
times talk as though the hard times that 
come to us can really be called b, the 
name of the place in which our Lord 
Jesus experienced the agony of the com- 
ing crucifixion. No, -we cannot have 
Gethsemanes; for there never was_ but 
one, and there will not be another. Yes, 
we can watch with him, and stand by our 
Lord on every occasion when he needs 


FOR ME 


us, but we cannot bear the sins of the 
world as he did, and feel that burden 
upon us. Let us be glad that we can 
suffer for his sake. Many a missionary 
today is doing that. Many a faithful 
Christian in the homelands is doing that, 
too. I want to put on the: blackboard 
today only two words, and you must 
think of what the Lord Jesus did for 
every one of us as I write the words, 
“For Me.” It is good for us to make 
his work, his death, his resurrection very, 
very personal, 














It was for me that Jesus came to suffer, 
It was for me He died upon the tree, 
It was for me with God He interceded ; 
It was for me, ah, yes, it was for me. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


THE THREE “ABLES” OF HEBREWS 








To Sympathize 

For we have not an 
high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feel- 














To Succour 
**For in that He himself 





ing of our infirmities; but hath suffered being tempt- uttermost be come we 

See an a rons tempted = gd Hei able. to succour ever liveth to make inter 

ope we are, yet without them that are a, _ codes” See 
eo i 


"In the days of His flesh, when He had offer- 
up prayers and supplications with * 
strong crying and tears-- was heard 
in that He feared?’ Heb. 5:7. 


To Save 


** Wherefore He is able 
also to save them to the 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Matthew 26. Review the last 

four lessons very briefly, so as te 
get the right setting for this-week’s les- 
son. Let the children tell you the leading 
incidents of these lessons if they can 
recall them. 

Now the rulers began to make plans 
to arrest the Lord Jesus: and to kill him. 
Judas, one of his disciples, went to them 
and offered to show them. where his 
Master was, so that they could take him. 
They gave Judas thirty pieces of silver, 
which was the price of a slave. So 
Judas is remembered as the disciple who 
sold or betrayed his Lord. This: was 
going on during the week of the Feast 
of the Passover, which the people had 
kept since they were delivered from the 
cruel Pharaoh by killing an innocent lit- 
tle lamb, sprinkling its blood over the 
door and upon the posts, and eating its 
roasted flesh. The Lord gathered his 
disciples into an upper room of the home 
of one of his friends in Jerusalem, and 
ate this last Passover with them on the 
very night before he himself should shed 
his own blood for the sins of the world. 
He had been telling his disciples about 
his death on the cross, and now the time 
had come for it. 

While the Master and his disciples were 
eating the Passover, he told them that 
one of them would betray him. One 
by one the sorrowful disciples asked, 
“Lord, is it I?” At last Judas asked, 
“Is it 1?” The Lord told him that it 
was he, and he went out on his wicked 
errand, 

After they had eaten the Passover sup- 
per, the Lord and his friends ate an- 
other Supper of bread and wine, or grape 
juice. We call this the Lord’s Supper, 
because it is in memory of the Lord’s 
death and it points to his coming again, 
just as the Passover supper pointed to 
his first coming. After supper they sang 
a hymn or: Psalm together, and the Lord 
and the eleven disciples went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 

The Master told the disciples that all 
of them would forsake him that night. 
Peter said he would never. forsake his 
Lord. But the Lord said, “Thou shalt 
deny me thrice.” Peter said he would 
die before he would deny his Lord. All 
the other disciples said the same thing. 
Peter did not know how weak he was. 

They came to a place where the Saviour 
often prayed. It was an enclosed olive 
grove called Gethsemane. We shall al- 
ways remember it as the place where the 
Saviour suffered so much. ‘He said to 
some of the disciples, “Sit ye here, while 
I go yonder and pray.” He took with him 
Peter, James, and John, the three who saw 
his glory on the mountain. He told these 
three disciples how sad and troubled he 
felt, and asked them to watch with him. 
Then he fell on his face, and prayed to 
the Father that, if it was possible, to let 
the cup pass away from him. He prayed 
this way three times in great suffering, 
but always said, “Thy will be done.” 

Explain to the class that the “cup” the 
Saviour so much dreaded was some awful 
suffering he must bear. Perhaps no one 
fully understands just what it was. But 
as bitter as it was, he was willing to 
drink it for us. After each prayer the 
suffering Saviour went to his three friends 
and found them not watching, but sleep- 
ing. 

And Judas, with a band of armed men, 
entered the garden, and came to arrest 
the Lord Jesus. They had no need for 
weapons. The Lord Jesus had come into 
the world to die, and his time had come, 
so he went with them willingly. When 
Peter cut off the ear of one of the men 
he healed it, and told Peter to put up the 
sword, saying that, if he should ask, his 
Father would send a great army of angels 
to protect him. But he would not turn 
back from the cross. 

Tell in a few words of the mock trial 
in the palace of Caiaphas where the Lord 
stood alone, and bore the insults of his 
enemies, and the denial of one of his most 
devoted disciples. 

Sing “Jesus Loves Me.”~ 

Curnton, S. C. 





scant i a 








ewvvwvewt ww 


Om Ve De Ot 


ito 


en 
en 
the 
his 
els 
Irn 
rial 
ord 
his 
ost 





iain ite 











2 


Lesson ter June 8 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


The King in his hour of supreme need: 
1. His friends’ response. 
2. His enemies’ treatment. 
3. His unfailing resource. 











TS high lights in Matthew’s picture 
of the King are passed — we are now 
in the region of the darkest shadows. 
We see the King in his hour of supreme 
need, asking a response to that need 
from his trusted friends, receiving bitter 
treatment at the hands of his enemies, 
finding, strength through his life-long 
unfailing resource. It is not the beauti- 
ful part of Matthew’s picture of Christ, 
but is it not the most heart-moving? 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Let us pray that our girls’ hearts will be 
moved as we help them to study it, that 
they may see him, the Saviour-King, as 
he reveals himself in such an hour. 

1. “My soul is crushed with anguish to 
the very point of death; wait here, and 
keep awake with me.” Would you not 
respond to such an appeal from your 
best loved friend? Yet what does Mat- 
thew have to tell of those three whom 
Christ chose to watch with him through 
his hour of agony? “Alas, none of you 
could keep awake with me for even a 
single hour! ... the spirit is right will- 
ing, but the body is frail.” Such is the 
gentle judgment of him whom they failed, 
that night in the garden, and that after 
the vehement assertion of one of them 
who declared, “All may stumble and fail, 
but I never will. Even if I must die 
with you, I will never disown you.” And 
then he could not even keep awake one 
hour for that silent sympathy his Friend 
longed for! 

“How much do you really love the Lord 
Jesus?” you may ask your girls ;, but bid 
them be slow to make answer, in the 
light of Peter’s failure, until they have 
proved their love by the response their 
Lord asks them for. What will this be, 
in each girl’s case? Who can say? But 
surely he will some time ask of her some 
expression of her devotion, as he asked 
those three that night — will she fail him 


covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering trom The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Whose boasting and failure in our 
lesson is linked with a rooster’s crowing? 


_2. What great privilege did three dis- 
ciples miss because they were sleepy? 


3. What was the keynote of the prayer 
uttered three times by Christ in the Gar- 
den? 


4. Was the Lord Jesus victor or van- 
quished in the Garden, do you think? 


5. What Old Testament garden scene 
do you remember where, contrary to this 
one, Satan was the victor? 


6. Why do you suppose Christ did not 
outwit Judas and escape? 


b 4 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 








through her frail flesh, or will she do, 


as he bade Peter, James, and John, 
“Watch and pray,” that she fail him not 
in such an hour? 

2. Is the shadow blacker still in which 
we see his enemies working their will 
through bribe and bludgeon, through 
greeting and kiss? “Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an 
enemy are deceitful.” Is there more 
shame to Peter or to Judas in this pic- 
ture? Not more guilt, for one failed 
through a weak flesh, while the other 
deliberately sinned through a wicked will 
and plot, as the final shame of one con- 
trasted with the black remorse of the 
other indicates. You surely have not a 
girl who would plot to betray her Lord, 
like Judas, but oh, how many of us fall 
into poor Peter’s plight, and must weep 
bitterly over our failure! 

3. Where then, or how, did our Lord 
find help in this hour of supreme need? 
Here we can help our girls immediately, 
for we see his life-long habit of prayer 


prevailing in the midst of such agony 


as none of us can ever know, and strength 
from his Father flowing in through this 
open channel. “Father, O my Father, ... 
thy will, not mine, be done.” Such agony 
was his that night in the garden, which 
he went through for each one of us. 
Only one darker hour for him on earth 
(on the cross), and that, too, he met 
through the cry of prayer. Can we ever 
forget this, in our own supreme need? 
Home Study 

“The King in Need” is a strange head- 
ing for the life of One supreme in power, 
but such was his humanity, for our sakes. 
1. How his friends met it. 2. How his 
enemies met it. 3. How he met it — these 
are your three points to record, and think 
about, and pray over. 


Razsun Gap, Ga. 
ye 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 


‘| listed like the questions, but are all in- 


cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpaAy 
ScHooL TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Gardens. 

Discussion: Name the various ways in 
which we may “watch with the Master’”’ 
today. 

Objective: Watching in the Garden of 
the Soul. 














AY, fellows, every fellow ought to 

work a garden at some time in his 
growing up. I did. And, frankly, it 
bored me. But I had to; and my garden 
taught me many lessons that are very 
helpful to me today. Perhaps nothing 
else, like the growing of a garden, so 
closely parallels life’s challenges, aspira- 
tions, problems, defeats, and successes, 
with the possibilities of disappointment 
and of glad satisfaction. In my garden 
I learned that it took more than the 
planting to get a harvest; there were many 
a chop and many a rake between seed- 
ing and reaping; there were covering 
against frost and watering against 
drought, and there were always weeds 
and the chickens to keep out. “Eternal 
vigilance” was the watchword, or your 
garden would go into a fatal tailspin. 

Fellows, the word that stands out above 
others in our Lord’s Garden of Geth- 
semane experience is “Watch.” He 
wanted those three closest friends sim- 
ply to watch—to watch in loving sym- 
pathy with his agony; to watch against 
any rude intrusion upon his privacy as 
he poured out his soul in prayer. He 
said to them, “This is unto death. Watch, 
while I go yonder.” But the disciples 
were drowsy, and when he came back in 
a little while they were sound asleep. 
That hurt the Lord Jesus. “Could ye 
not watch with me one hour?” They had 
only a short while before loudly pro- 
claimed their affection and loyalty. But 
they slept when he had asked them to 
“watch.” I am sure they never thought 
back upon that night without acute pain 
in their hearts. They would never again 
have another opportunity to watch for 
him just like that. 

The Garden of Gethsemane was their 
garden, grown up in the choking weeds 
of neglect. No sadder words were ever 
spoken than those that fell from their 
disappointed arid grieved Master’s lips 
when he returned for the third time and 
said: “Sleep on now, and take your rest: 
behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son 
of man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners.” 

I stood looking over the fence into, my 
garden after many days of neglect. It 
was grown high with weeds. Orchard 
grass. choked it with its stifling mantle; 
the jimson weed reared its arrogant head 
far about the stunted stalks of sugar corn. 
Lettuce and parsnips and snap beans had 
long since given up the fight and disap- 
peared. It was a sorry spectacle. While 
I had slept (or played marbles), ' the 
enemy had come in and sown tares. It 
was too late in the season to redeem that 
garden. “Sleep on now, and take your 
rest: behold, the hours for . something 
else have come.” 

But I am quite sure those three dis- 
ciples did not “sleep on and take their 
rest,” for immediately Judas, the traitor, 
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appeared with the soldiers and ruffians to 
take Christ. The remainder of that 
night and the following day were filled 
with events, one fast upon another, so 
exciting, so nerve-racking that nobody 
rested; least of all that conscience-smit- 
ten trio who failed to watch with Christ. 

Fellows, I suppose any one of us today, 
in the light of the record we have of 
that eventful night, would be glad of the 
high privilege of watching in the garden 
with the Lord Jesus. There are doubt- 
less hundreds of thousands of Christians 
who would journey from here to Pales- 
tine for that coveted place nearest our 
Lord in his Gethsemane sorrow — and 
even to accompany him to the cross. But 
it is too late for that. No man will ever 
have that opportunity again. But there 
is something the Lord wants you and me 
to do now that I believe means more to 
him than watching in Gethsemane. It is 
to watch here,— where we are! He wants 
that kind of watching that will keep 
him in view. That kind of watching that 
will make us alert at all times to his 
call; that kind that talks often to him 
in prayer; that kind that makes us quick 
to see the service he wants done — not 
some far-away service out of reach, but 
the service just at hand; that kind of 
watching that guards our thoughts from 
impurity and our tongues from speaking 
guile; that kind that is quick to see the 
need of others and to seek out the way 
to supply it; most of all that kind of 
watching that sees another fellow not ac- 
quainted and makes haste to introduce 
him to the Master. 

The Garden of Eden, the Garden of 
Gethsemane, the Hanging Gardens, the 
Garden of the Gods —no other garden in 
all the world holds such possibilities of 
fruit to gladden your heart as the garden 
of your own life, watched and cultivated 
for the Lord Jesus. 


Greensboro, N, C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of June 1) 


1. They each had a trust committed to 
them, they each fulfilled it, they were com- 
mended in exactly the same words. 


2. In ability. Their allotments were in 
proportion to their ability. 


3. None. Being found faithful with that 
which was committed brought the same re- 
ward of “the joy of thy lord.” 

4. He had a smaller trust. He was un- 
faithful, not in squandering it, but in not 
improving it. He blamed his master for his 
unfaithfulness. He received rebuke and 
punishment. 


5. They each had a trust committed to 
them from the same master with the same 
expectation tha‘ they would improve it and 
that he would be able to commend and re- 
ward them for faithfulness. And each was 
given no more than his ability enabled him 
to handle. 


6. The temptation to unfaithfulness be- 
cause his amount was less than that of the 
first servant, and the temptation to blame it, 
as did the third servant, on his master. 


7. Is it not that faithfulness in the use 
of whateve~ he has entrusted to us is the 
essential in preparing for his return? 


8. (1) That there are rewards in his serv- 
ice; (2) that they are not material, .but 
spiritual in their nature, and (3) that they 
are given for faithfulness alone, not meas- 
ured by degrees of success in results. 

9. To be with our Lord— “enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord.” 

10. The Parable of the Pounds, recorded 
in Luke 19: 12-27. 

11. This reward, — again for faithfulness, 
—jis increased authority, or responsibility. 
But is this not in reality sharing with our 
Lord, “ruling” with him who is supreme 
Ruler ? } 

12. No. Today’s dollar should be a “dol- 
lar plus” one year hence, — at least $1.03 at 
low interest. 

13. No. The inexorable law of the talents 
applies here, too. One must either have 
grown or shrunken one year hence, accord- 
ing as he has exercised or “buried” his 
talent. 

ve 


I do not believe that there is such a 
thing in the history of God’s kingdom as 


|@ right prayer offered in a right spirit 


that is forever left unanswered.—Theo- 
dore L. Cuyler, in “Streams in the Des- 
ert.” 
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Protect your skin, scalp and hair from 
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June 15. How Great Leaders Served Their 
Generation. Acts 20: 17-35; Eph. 3: 14-19. 

June 22. How Jesus Made Leaders of His 
Disciples. Mark 1:17; 5§: 18-20; 6:7; 
Acts 1:4, 8. 


Sunday, June 8 
Prayer in the Life of Leaders 


(Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12) (Conse- 
cration Meeting) 





Mon.—Jesus at prayer (Matt. 17: 1-9). 
Tues.—Moses’ prayer (Num. 14: 11-25). 
Wed.—Abraham’s prayer (Gen. 18 : 17-33). 
Thurs.—Jacob’s prayer (Gen. 28 : 10-22). 
Fri.—Elijah’s prayer (Jas. 5:17, 18). 
Sat.—A prayer by Paul (Eph. 1 : 15-23). 











What are different kinds of prayer? 

Why have leaders always been men of 
prayer? 

How much should we pray? 


T IS said that the air in one of the 

famous caves in Kentucky has a pe- 
culiar power of stimulating the sense of 
smell, After one has been down in the 
cave for an hour or two and returns to 
the open air he can discern the scents 
of the flowers, the trees, and the grasses 
in an extraordinary manner. So it is 
when we are willing to spend time in 
the secret of God's presence. When we 
come out again into the work-a-day world 
we have keener spiritual perception, and 
greater sensitivity, and all things are 
seen from an entirely different angle than 
when we neglect this great privilege that 
God has given us. 
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Our Scripture lesson shows us the place | 


that the Lord Jesus gave to prayer in 
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his life. The first verse, taken from 
Mark’s Gospel, tells how he rose a long 
while before day in order to be alone 
with God in prayer. This came just be- 
fore a long preaching and healing min- 
istry in Galilee. 

The second verse of our lesson, taken 
from Luke’s Gospel, tells how he went 
out alone on a mountain to be all night 
alone with God in prayer. It was on the 
next day that he made that most impor- 
tant choice of the twelve who were to 
be with him throughout his earthly life 
and, with one exception, carry on his 
work after he had laid it down. 

$e 


Spurgeon has said, “Whether we like 
it or not, asking is the rule of the king- 
dom; a rule never to be altered in any 
one case. God has not relaxed that rule 
for Jesus Christ, the Elder Brother. If 
the royal and divine Son of God cannot 
be exempted from this rule of asking that 
he may have, you or I cannot expect the 
rule to be relaxed in our favor. Why 
should it be? If you may have every- 
thing by asking, and nothing without 
asking, [ beg you to see how absolutely 
vital prayer is.” 

$e 


To those of us whom God has entrusted 
with leadership (and after all, has he not 
entrusted leadership in a very real sense 
to every one who belongs to the Lord 
Jesus Christ?), there is a special prayer 
responsibility. How can we hope to 
know God’s plans or have strength to 
carry them out unless we go to him for 
wisdom and enabling, and unless we take 
time to sit at his feet and learn of him? 

In these days of many books and helps, 
there is a danger of relying upon “predi- 
gested” spiritual food that some one else 
has prepared for us. There is a danger 
of taking the thoughts and meditations 
of others and making them our own. 

Certainly God wants us to have all the 
help we can have from older and more 
experienced Christians. But such help is 
not to take the place of what he himself 
wishes to give us. How often do you 
wait quietly in prayer, listening for God’s 
voice to speak to you? How often do 
you sit quietly and meditate on his good- 
ness or upon his Word and let him fill 
your heart with a realization of his power 
and a conception of his Word that you 
never can have by merely absorbing what 
some one else has prepared for you? 
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Then, there is the prayer of interces- 
sion in which we have the marvelous ex- 
ample of the Lord Jesus himself, who 
ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
When things go wrong in the lives of 
others, it is so easy for us to talk about 
it and tell others. But how often do we 
take it to the Lord in real sacrificial in- 
tercession, asking him to show this one 
or that one his mistake and to bring 
him out into a realization of and obedi- 
ence to God’s will? 

How often do we pray for those who 
are going through testing times? Think 
what it must have meant to Peter when 
the Lord Jesus said to him, “Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not” (Luke 22: 31, 32). 

And what of that impossible situation 
in your church, in your young people’s 
society, in your Sunday-school class, or 
in your community, —a situation that is 
absolutely beyond anything that man can 
do? Would it mean anything, do you 
suppose, if God had a group such as your 
young people’s society that was willing 
to stand together in prayer, not merely 
in one meeting, but day after day, week 
after week, and year after year, if neces- 
sary. 

he 


This brings us to the question, How 
much should we pray? Paul answers, 
“Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17), 
and again, “In every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God” (Phil. 
4:6). Certainly God asks us to hold on 
until the answer comes. It is said that 
George Miiller prayed for a certain man 
for twenty years, and that he died with- 
out seeing that man brought to Christ. 
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But shortly after Miiller’s death that man 
was saved. Was twenty years of prayer 
too much to ask for a soul’s salvation? If 
it were some one we loved we would cer- 
tainly say that it was a small price in- 
deed. 

How ashamed we shall be when we see 
our Lord and realize that our lack of 
power in this life and our inefficient serv- 
ice were, in a large measure, due to our 
littleness of asking. Surely half an hour 
a day is not too much. We can with 
great profit spend more time than this. 


Are you willing to put God to the test ~ 


to see what he will do in you and through 
you, with at least half an hour a day 
in- prayer ? 
ge 

How much time am I actually spending 
each day in prayer? 

What other vital factor in my life am I 
giving as little time to? 

Am I willing to let God show me how 


he can use me in prayer? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Da-Bih’s Escape 
A true and recent story from China 
By A. O. Stott 


6T" HE name of this first-born must be 

Siao-Hu [“little Tiger’]. These 
evil foreign Jesus names bring bad luck,” 
said old Granny Wong as she cuddled the 
precious baby boy in her eager embrace. 

Granny had long ruled her son and his 
timid little wife, and she was very angry 
that of late they had “eaten” the Jesus 
doctrine at the local Christian church. 

Her son looked at her determined, 
wrinkled old face, but he resolved that 
though she persisted in calling the baby 
Siao-Hu he and his wife would have the 
child baptized Da-bih (“David”). He 
tried as gently as he could to explain to 
old Granny the reason, 

“Honorable Mother, the God we wor- 
ship will protect our precious boy, and 
a heathen luck name has no power to 
guard him from ills. Oh, that. thou 
wouldst believe and join us in praying 
for his safety.” But the old woman only 
set about making the baby an embroid- 
ered tiger face head-band, “to keep his 
forehead from danger,” and spent all her 
saved money in buying a tiger’s tooth 
from the medicine shop for the baby to 
wear sewed inside his outer coat lining. 
She hoped in this way to save him from 
all evil. 

One Sunday morning he was taken to 
the village church and given the name 
of Da-bih, and the poor old Granny was 
the only one who kept on calling him 
Siao-Hu. The boy was her own little 
bit of real estate, and she watched over 


him just as a rich man guards his dol- - 


lars. 

The lonely mountain district where 
Da-bih’s parents lived was away up in 
North China near some very high hills. 
The people were poor and lived on the 
“gao-liang” maize and millet grown in 
their fields, shut away from the outer 
world. Sometimes a tiger would come 
down from these lonely hills and terrify 
them by carrying off pigs and chickens, 
and one day this unwelcome visitor sud- 
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Lesson for June 8 


denly came clinking down, taking cover 
in the tall maize. 

“I-yah, I-yah!” shouted a neighbor to 
Da-bih’s father. “See! See! Thy first- 
born is gone, carried off by that tiger- 
devil. Woe to thy house.” 

It was only too true. The little fel- 
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low had been snatched up as he was play- 
ing by the village well. Immediately the 
boy’s father fell on his knees, and a cry 
went up to the gates of Heaven, “God 
save my only son.” 

The terrified mother ran out of the 
house crying wildly, but her husband 
quieted her, bidding her stay behind and 
pray. 

“Thou canst do nothing so useful as 
to pray to God. Then do it, that he will 
have mercy.” 

Joining the excited villagers, all gazed 
at the fields hoping to see some move- 
ment among the high waving millet. 
Suddenly the air was rent by a loud roar- 
ing noise, and suddenly the tiger was 
seen racing to the hills as if a hundred 
pursuers were after him. The animal 
was without the boy, and the crowd was 
fairly sure he must have dropped his 
prey. . 

So it was, for the age of miracles is 
not over, and in answer to prayer this 
little David had been wonderfully deliv- 
ered from the jaws of the tiger. 

As the animal dashed into the maize 
fields he found that the struggling bundle 
he carried made it difficult for him to see 
ahead. The boy had been suffering from 
a chill, and Granny had insisted in wrap- 
ing him up snug and warm in two thick 
wadded coats which made him a bulky 
bundle! 

Suddenly the tiger charged blindly into 
a poor idiot boy who was lying in the 
fields half asleep. The villagers called 
him “Tiger,” strangely enough, because 
he made a noise when frightened or an- 
gered rather like a roar. He was a big 
loose-limbed youth, quite harmless, but 
his cry and yell of fear were so terrify- 
ing to the tiger that he dropped his prey 
at once and rushed off to his lair in the 
hills. 

With what joy did Da-bih’s father dis- 
cover his little son unhurt, but hardly 
able to understand what an escape had 
been his. Seizing him in his arms the 
father rushed home. 

“See! See, our God has answered 
prayer! Our precious one is unhurt! 
Praise his mercy!” 

“In truth,” said the villagers, “his 
foreign God does wondrous things. Who 
but he could have saved the child and 
caused the evil-spirit-one to stumble upon 
our poor Tiger-boy? Granny Wong al- 
ways said the baby’s name would bring ill 
—_ but her words have no salt after 
this.” 

But Granny did not care so long as her 
precious grandson was safe. Indeed, 
shortly after she said to her son, “Our 
Chinese gods are too far away to attend, 
I think. Your foreign God seems to help 
at once, and I now feel I need some one 
nearer who attends to the feeblest cry.” 


WortTHING, Sussex, Enc. 





( For Family Worship 
\ By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 2 to 8 
Mon.—Matthew 26 : 36-46. Gethsemane. 


The temptation in the wilderness fol- 
lowed the baptism with water; the agony 
in the garden preceded the baptism of 
suffering on Calvary. Both assaults 
were Satanic (cf. Luke 22:53; John 14: 
30). Angelic aid was given, as usual in 
such battles. None else ever had such a 
Gethsemane as our Lord. Our Lord’s 
human soul, seat of the affections, was so 
crushed by anguish that he would have 
died had not the angel (Luke 22: 43) ap- 
peared unto him to minister bodily 
strength. Too little we appreciate “how 
dark was the night that the Lord passed 
through ere He found His sheep that 
was lost.” 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
new League of Christian Churches in 
China, binding together Christian 
churches and individuals in all denomina- 
tions who keep to the old paths; that 
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will continue perhaps long 
after I have gone gives me 
pleasure.”’ 


m 


““One attractive feature of 
your annuity id agree- 
ment is that it pays a good 
substantial income to the 
Annuitant as long as he 
lives; and pays it 
promptly,”’ 
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tety; but the income from 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment comes as regularly as 
the seasons.’’ 


+ 


“I have a real joy in the 
thought that I can have a 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Society 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 
best investment I have ever 
, made.”” 











AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
’ The Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 


G : I would like to learn about the plan which 
high as 9% according:to age. Please send ne without obligation 
©o my part your booklet No. 9S.S, entitled “Bibles and Bonds”: 
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America may be led to organize a similar 
League, if God will. 
Tues.—Isaiah 53:1-6. The Agony Foretold. 

The fifty-third of Isaiah envisions the 
sutterings on the cross, but surely the 
“man of sorrows” in Gethsemane may 
have been in the foretclling eye of the 
prophet; and is it possible that “we hid 
our faces” (v. 3) may refer in part to 
the sleeping disciples? 

Prayer SuaGcestions: Pray for the 
Swatow-Kakechich Association of 150 
Baptist Churches in China banded to- 
gether as indigenous churches; for their 
seven evangelists, their reopened Ash- 
more Theological Seminary, and the Swa- 
tow Academy; for spiritual energising 
and guidance of leaders. 

Wed.—Hebrews Z : 10-18. 
The Humiliation of Christ. 





Our Lord took not the nature of angels 
(v. 16). Death never reached them, and 
he would “taste death for every man’ 
(v. 9). But he condescended to human 
nature (vs. 16, 17) in order to go through 
death in a conquest proved by resurrection, 
Thus he righteously deprived Satan of 
his power by accomplishing the complete 
will of God, and therefore now has the 
right to pass sentence on Satan. Satan 
is no longer master of death for popu- 
lating hell, nor master of death to keep 
a believer in the power of sin, for the 
Christian’s High Priest succors him in 
and saves him from temptation (v. 18). 
And if the Christian needs to die before 
the Lord comes, he does not die a sin- 
ner’s death. He dies in Christ, who has 
the keys of death and Hades. 

PRAYER SucGestions: Pray for God’s 
continued blessing on the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada that remained outside 
the federation; for its thirteen hundred 
congregations, hundred and eighty thou- 
sand members, hundred and twenty thou- 
sand Sunday-school children; pray for 
God to restrain liberal and Modernistic 
union movements. 

Thurs.—2 Corinthians 4 : 7-15. 
The Benefit of Suffering. 

Darius Hystaspes melted the gold of his 
spoils into earthen pots, breaking the ves- 
sels when he wanted it. The treasure 
we have in the earthen vessels of our- 
selves is “the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God” (v. 6). The Lord will 
present his treasure-holders to himself one 
day (v. 14), but meantime God, in divine 
antithesis, “exhibits death in the living 
that he may exhibit life in the dying” 
(vs. 10, II). 

PrayER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
church in Isfahan, Persia, of three hun- 
dred converts from Mohammedanism; for 
its vigorous house-to-house evangelism 
by the converts: for the training of 
teachers at Isfahan, Teheran, and Urumia. 
Fri.—Hebrews 5 : 1-10. 

Perfect through Suffering. 

“Jesus loved his life. The prospect of 
death at all was strange and revolting 
to the Prince of Life. . . . With strong 
crying and tears, the Son of man made 
supplication for deliverance. In the ex- 
tremity of his weakness, he thought of 
the Father’s power to save. But eternal 
salvation for his people was in the mind 
of God when he thus gave up his Son to 
die.”"—Arthur Pridham. 

PRAYER SuGcestTions: Pray for Ha- 
wait, olden triumph of Christianity, but 
now declining with the loss of its first 
love; for the slight evangelistic work be- 
ina done there to be increased. 
Sat.—1 Peter 4: 12-19. 

Rejoicing in Suffering. 

Peter has learned his lesson. He 
thought it strange that the Lord was to 
be tested by a fiery trial (Matt. 16: 22, 
23). But now he teaches how we, mem- 
bers of Christ’s body, are not better than 
our Lord. No one in the universe can 
escape his test. Judgment begins at, 
and proceeds from, the house of 
God, the temple of invisible stones. 
So if the righteous “scarcely” (with dif- 
ficulty because of the fire and his own 
weakness) be saved, where shall the in- 
different, ungodly sinner appear? But 
the furnace is sharing with the Lord, 
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missions. 
Sun.—Psalm 42: 1-5. 
Thirsting for God in Trouble. 





(Lesson for June 8) MAY 24, 1930 


say, “Who is the health of my counte- 
nance” (vy. I1) 

- Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
| new translation of the New Testament into 
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“Fred, my Daily Life Problem is Solved” 


‘¢T’OR many years I have tried to govern my life by 

the teachings of the Pible, but until now it has been 
almost impossible for me to know just where to find 
specific Biblical guidance in the regulation of each and 
every phase of my life as an individual of today,” said 
James Neelan when asked ‘by his son Fred what he con- 
sidered the most practical guide for one’s everyday life. 


Just Off the Press! 


“But thanks to a book just being announced to the 
public this month, it is no longer necessary to live by 
guess, though, Fred. I obtained an advance copy of this 
publication and find it contains exactly what I have 
needed all these years. It contains nothing but Scrip- 
ture — not a single comment! —but it includes just the 
Scriptural guidance one needs to enable him to live 
according to the Bible. It is composed exclusively of 
those passages of the Bible which apply especially to the 
individual of today. 


Biblical Instruction That Applies to ME 


“What instructions has the Bible for ME? What 
should J do, what should J say, in order to deport my- 
self according to the teachings of the Word of God? 
It is all very well to know that Moses lived to be 120 
years old, that Solomon had 700 wives, and that Absa- 
lom’s hair weighed 200 shekels — those things are inter- 
esting and have their place in Biblical history — but how 
will such information help ME to LIVE as I should? 
Such are the questions that have arisen in my mind time 
after time when I have turned to the usual sources for 
Biblical instruction concerning my everyday life. 


“Several scholarly classifications of Scripture have 
been compiled and published in the past, and they serve a 
real need. But the greatest objection which the average 
individual finds to such compilations is that they are cum- 
bersome — not limited to those passages of the Bible 
which apply espectally to him as an individual of today. 


How to Live from Day to Day 


“After a thorough examination of this new book, I am 
sure that it overcomes the greatest obstacles in the way 
of the average individual of today in his efforts to regu- 
late his life according to the one authoritative standard 
—that of the Bible. The subjects covered, and the 
verses quoted, are those which seem to have the greatest 
significance for the individual of today who desires to 
be a good citizen of his country and of the vastly more 
important realm of his Maker. 


“Here it is,” continued Mr. Neelan, picking up from 
his desk a handsome book bound in rich, dark blue cloth 
with the title stamped in gold. “It is called 


The Bible in My 
Everyday Life 


By Eugene Franklin Reese 
Contributor to the 


SYSTEM BIBLE STUDY 
With Intreduction by 


A. T. Robertson, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 


“It is published by the publishers of ‘The System 
Bible Study,’ which, as you knew, has played such an im- 
portant part in our life for several years. You may have 
this copy. The price is so reasonable that I have ordered 
several copies for myself and some of my friends. Always 
keep it with you, Fred. Make it your daily companion 
and you will be surprised how simple it will make the 
problems of your everyday life. 


Covers Every Phase of Everyday Life 


“By referring to the index here in the front of the 
book, you will see that it deals with the hundreds of 
subjects relating to HOME LIFE, SOCIAL LIFE, 
BUSINESS LIFE, RELIGIOUS LIFE, and CITIZEN- 
SHIP. And not only is each subject covered exclusively 
with Scripture quotations, but each passage is one which 
contains a lesson for YOU, for ME— for the individual 
of TODAY.” 


THE SYSTEM BIBLE CO. 








and is a cause for great joy. 
PRAYER Svuacestions: Pray for the 
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**Here it is, Fred —” 
THE BIBLE IN MY EVERYDAY LIFE 


MAIN TOPICS 

INDIVIDUAL LIFE—Birth—Childhood—Youth—Education—Manhood— 
Womanhood—Old Age—Death—-and other topics. 4 

HOME LIFE—Marriage—Husband—W ife—Parents—Children—Family— 
Food—A ffliction—Bereavement—Divorce—and other topics. 

SOCIAL LIFE — Character — Reputation — Influence — Friend — 
Enemy — Love — Marriage — Divorce — Neighbors — Strangers — Food 
— Ambition — Pleasure — Expediency — Bereavement — Social Virtues (19 
sub-topics) — Social Vices and Errors (30 sub-topics). 

BUSINESS LIFE — The Best Motto — Character — Reputation — Influ- 
ence — Counsel — Friendship — Enemy — Ambition — Stewardship — 
Wealth — Employer — Employee — Contracts — Borrowing — Lending. — 
Service — Business Virtues (34 sub‘topics) -— Business Vices and Short- 
comings (27 sub-topics) — Business Crimes (12 sub-topics). 

RELIGIOUS LIFE — The Trinity (15 sub-topics) — The Church (16 
sub-topics) — Sabbath — Personal Christian Work (12 sub-topics) — Big- 
otry — Commandments — Spirit — Soul — Immortality — The Road to 
Heaven (51 sub-topics) — The Road to Hell (39 sub-topics). 

CITIZENSHIP — Equality of Persons — Duties of Citizen (13 sub- 
topics) — Criminal Offenses (13 sub-topics). 


Dr. A. T. Robertson — noted scholar of New Testament Interpretation, 
as he is— when first shown the proofs, wrote: “I have spent a@ goo 
part of today on the proofs of ‘The Bible in My Everyday Life.’ It is 
clear to me that I can heartily endorse it.” 

The Sunday es reviewer (in an advance comment) referred 
to it as “a noteworthy compilation of a great number of Bible references 
in their practical: relation to one’s own life and conduct ... to 
heartily commended.” 


EASY TO READ 
Easy to Understand ! 

“The Bible in My Everyday Life” is printed in 
large, clear type exactly like this you are now read- 
ing. The paper is practically white, having just 
enough tint to eliminate the annoying, harmful glare 
characteristic of snow-white paper. 


Over 400 Pages 


PRICE 
‘*S$2QSs ns 


Size, 5% x 754 x 1% inches 
Weight, one pound 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Order one or more oustes of “The Bible in My Everyday Life.” Use 
the book a week. Then if you are not delighted with it, no matter what 
the reason, return it (or all-you order) to us and we will promptly refund 
your money (including the return postage). 

We feel quite sure you will like it, but you are to be the sole judge. 
It is a new departure in the selection and arrangement of Scripture 
quotations and unquestionably brings the Bible’s message home to the 
reader. A book you will want to use every day of your life! A book 
that will never grow old! 
a ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
System Bible Co., Dept. TT-51 
4758 Sheridan Road, Chicago, IIl. 


I enclose $— for which please send “The Bible in My Everyday 
Life” to the address (or addresses) submitted herewith, the price being 
* $2.85 per copy, postpaid. If I am not delighted, I will return the book 
(or books) within one week and you will refund my money, including 
return are (Or we will send C. O. D., if you prefer; C. O. D. charge, 
12 cents. 
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